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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 
For the Panoplist. 


FAMILIAR SERMONS. NO. XII, 


Gal. iv, 19. My litile children, of whem J travail in birth again, unitl 
Christ be formed in you. 


Ix the first ages of Christianity, the Apostle Paul preached the Gospel 
in Galatia, with no inconsiderable success. Crowds were gathered 
into the church, and very encouraging hopes were afforded, that num- 
hers were truly converted. But the Apostle being called shortly after 
to another scene of labors, their Christian character sustained a most 
severe trial. False teachers, by their cunning and artifice, gained 
admission among them, and endeavored to draw away their minds 
trom the simplicity of the Gospel of Christ. "The stratagem was but 
joo successful. "The affections of many individuals soon became alien- 
ated alike from the Apostle, and from the fundamental traths of the 
Christian system. 

‘Lhe affectionate and pious spirit of the apostle was deeply afflicted 
by this instance of ingratitude and apostasy. Yet his tender concern 
for those whom he had considered as his spiritual children, did not 
admit of his at once abandoning them to ruin. His epistle directed to 
the charch of Galatia was written, therefore, with a view to their recov- 
ery. In this, he appeals to their former zeal and diligence in the 
Christian race, and especially to their warm affection to himself, under 
the influence of which, they had been almost ready to pluck out their 
eyes, and to give them to him. But now the case was altered. They 
had not only imbibed the most unreasonable and cruel prejudices against 
lim, but they had defaced and dishonored the Gospel by corrupt 
appendages. Under these circumstances, the apostle expressed his 
tears to them lest he had labored in vain. He stood in doubt of them, 
lest he had been deceived in relation to their supposed conversion: lest 
Inany of them, noiwithstanding their high pretensions, were «in the 
gall of bitterness, and under the bonds of iniquity.” In this view of 
their situation, he addresses them, most tenderly, in the language of 
the text. «My little children, of whom I travail in birth again, until 
Christ be formed in you.” Allusion is here made to his former anxiety 
‘ov them, before their hopeful conversion. But their sudden departure 
from the simplicity and purity of the Gospel, and the readiness with 
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which they had listened to the suggestions of false teachers, had greatly 


awakened his fears, that his hopes respecting them were not ye 


founded. It was therefore again, that he felt the deepest soliciiyg, 
that Christ might be formed in their hearts. 

‘These words invite us to contemplate, 

1. The object of the apostle’s solicitude, and 

Hi. ‘The nature and grounds of his anxiety. 

What was the object, in the first place, which awakened the sympa. 
thies of the apostle? 

His anxiety respected those who, by their errors in sentiment, or the 
unchristian spirit which they indulged, gave but too much reason ty 
fear, that they had never been the subjects of the new birth, and that 
their goodness had been like the morning cloud and the early dey, 
"I'he apostle felt an agony of soul, that Christ might be formed within 
them. It is common with the Scripture writers to speak not only of 
believers being in Christ, as they are interested in his righteousness, 
and find in him an ark of safety, but also of Christ’s being in them, 
Hence, the apostle Paul informs us, that he lives, because Christ lives 
in him: and he assures the Colossian Christians, that Christ in them 
was their hope of glory. ‘This indwelling of Christ, was the thin 
contemplated by the apostle in the text. Christ formed in the heart of 
the Galatians, was the object of his solicitude. But let us proceed to 
a more particular illustration of this subject. 

1. Christ may be said to be formed in men, when his moral image is 
traced in their hearts. 

This is agreeable to the language of Scripture, and to the common 
language of mankind. On this principle, John the Baptist is called 
Elias, or Elijah, for this reason, because the spirit and temper of that 
zealous prophet were manifested in his life. Un like manner, without 
being misunderstood, we might call one among the ministers of the 
Gospel, a Paul, another a Peter, and a third a John, all understanding 
these names to designate the particular spirit, by which those, to whom 
they were applied, were actuated. When therefore, the apostle speaks 
of Christ’s being formed in men, it is obviously proper to understand 
him as speaking of the temper which reigns in their hearts, and is ex- 
hibited in their lives. The apostle earnestly desired to see the spirit, 
which ran through the whole life of his Divine Master, copied in the 
disposition and character of those to whom he was writing. This con- 
formity to Christ had been produced in his own heart, when God was 
pleased, at first, to reveal his Son in him. He was formed to a new 
and heavenly temper. ‘The spirit, which was breathed into his soul, 
was a Christlike spirit. In this respect the apostle was not singular. 
Christ is formed in all his followers. He dwells in their hearts, and so 
far as they are sanctified, they illustrate and display his holy image. Of 
course, the same apostle observes with reference to all the people of God, 

«Whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to 
the image of his Son.”” And in another place, he distinctly pronounces 
the absence of Christ, or of his spirit, from any one, as utterly incom- 
patible with being his disciple. “If any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ he is none of his.” Hence, as an apostolic injunction, he urges 
Christians to let the same mind be in them which was also in Christ 
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even as he walked.” 
Fs the temper of Christ. 
‘chort of the all-perfect original, the same meek and inoffensive char- 
‘acter, the same forbearing, forgiving disposition, the same deadness 
to the world, and insensibility to its frowns and flatteries. 
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Tesus. And, in agreement with this sentiment, the apostle John ob- 
serves, He that saith he abideth in him, ought himself also to walk 
The habitual temper of the Christian is indeed 

He possesses, though in a measure infinitely 


He is actu- 


ated by the same ardent love to God, and desire to promote his glory. 
The same zeal for his honor burns in his heart. ‘The same disinter- 
ested love for mankind, rendering him regardless of dangers, anxieties, 
and labors, presses him forward to every work of kindness and char- 


‘ity to the souls and bodies of men. When the holy temper of the 
> plessed Jesus is thus portrayed in the hearts and lives of men; when 


they become possessed of that new heart, which makes its possessors 


’ humble, patient, benevolent, forgiving, heavenly minded, and devoted 


to God: in a word, when they possess and cherish that temper which 
renders them Christlike, they afford convincing evidence that Christ 
is formed in their hearts, They are «created anew,” when they are 
formed after the image of him that created them. Their likeness, in- 
deed, is but partial and imperfect. A disposition very unlike to that 
of their Divine Master is often manifested in their lives. Instead of 
keeping their eye steadily fixed upon the perfect pattern which is set 
before them, they are too prone to copy after the. example of the world, 
and to imbibe the spirit of the proud, the unforgiving, and those who 
are lovers of their own selves. Still, some faint traces of resemblance 
to Him who is formed in their hearts, is to be discovered in the spirit 
and lives of all his followers. And amid all their imperfections, their 
consolation is, that when he who is their life shall appear, they will 
not only be with him where he is, and behold his glory, but will more 
and more be changed into the same image: they will be like him in a 
still higher sense, for they will see him as he is. 

2. Christ may be said to be formed in men when he dwells in them 
by the power of his grace. 

He is the believer’s life. «I live,” says the apostle, «because Christ 
lives in me, and the life which I live in the flesh, I live by the faith of 
the Son of God.” He lives ia the hearts of his people—not only by 
his example, but by his efliciency in producing all that holy sensation 
and regard, which exist in the renewed heart. «*Without me,” he 
says, *ye can do nothing.” His heavenly influence is indispensable 
to the production and promotion of the spiritual life in the soul. He is 
the Author of that life which is created in the regenerate, and it is by 
his invigorating influence that they are enabled to live and act in a 
spiritual manner. ‘The apostle was anxious to see his Galatian friends, 
those for whom he had indulged such elevated hopes, returning to their 
allegiance to Christ, giving him the throne in their hearts, and bring- 
ing forth the fruit of the operation of his Spirit. He earnestly desired 
to see their corruptions subdued, and their attachment to the world 
moderated. In short, he wished to discover in them the proper evi- 
dence that the Savior dwelt in their hearts, exerting a holy influence 
over their lusts, and bringing all their affections into captivity to the 
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obedience of Christ. That this might be the case with sinners jy 
Galatia, the apostle assures them, he travailed in birth for they, 
We are 

fi. ‘Vo contemplate the nature and grounds of the anxiety expressed 
in these words. b 

By the pains of a travailing woman, the Scriptures uniformly intend 
to represent a high degree of anguish. And yet, by expressions which 
evidently allude to these pains, the apostle exhibits the agony of his 
heart, because he plainly perceived, by the lives of many in the church 
of Galatia, of whom he had: cherished the most pleasing hopes, tha; 
Christ was not formed in them. He did not mean to express a mere 
desire that this might be the case, but a deep concern because it was 
not. ‘The image of Christ was not enstamped on their hearts. The 
throne in their affections was occupied by a different sovereign. Their 
deplorable condition, while possessed of a different temper, and acting 
under another influence, greatly affected his heart. Dis eyes ran 
down with tears, because they kept not God’s law. Ee 

The great anxiety of the apostle was rendered evident by the labors . 
which he attempted, and the sufferings which he endured on their 
account. His soliciitude strengthened his hands to labor for their sal. J 
vation. The toils and sufferings with which he was familiar, and en. FD 
dured for their sakes, and those under similar circumstances of dis- Fe 
tress and exposure, were abundant. For their sakes, he travelled FQ 
from country to country, preached from house to house, exposing hin- 
self to storms and tempests, and encountering the bitter enmity of all 
his countrymen. ‘l'o the interests of sowis perishing in sin, who had 
either not heard of a Savior, or had rerused to acknowledge his author- 
ity, he was sincerely devoted. Neither stripes nor Inprisonments 
could deter him frem his work. Even bis lite be counted not dear to 
himself, so that he might fulfil his ministry, and testily that Gospel, 
Which alene is the power of God vuato salvation. It may also be 
noticed, that the anxiety of the apostie was a settled concern for all 
vlio were placed in the reach of his ministry. His language is, «I 
travail in birth again, wntid Christ be formed in you.” It was not a 
mere flow of feeling that soon exhausts itself, and then loses sight ot 
iis object. It was asclicitude which nothing could abate, an anxiety 
Which continually pressed upon him, and urged him forward in lus 
work, until Christ should be formed in their hearts. ‘Though their 
worldly circumstances might be ever so prosperous, and though their 
affection for him might be raised to the summit of his wishes, his solt- 
citude on their behalf would not be removed, or diminished, so long as 
ihey remained strangers to the power of divine grace, and the example 
of Christ was not copied in their tives. He was sincere in his concern 
for them; and so long as the ground of it continued, so long his tender 
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heart would be affected. 4 

Are any ready to inquire why the apostle was so anxious in view of ‘ 
the state of those whom he was addressing: Why he was in a kind of 4 
agony, which did not admit of his being comforted, so long as they 4 
continued in their present situation? ‘The reasens might be drawn out & 


iuto various particulars. But L shall comprise them all in two general 
considerations, 
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1. The apostle considered the loss which they would experience. 

Christ had come into the world to save sinners. He had divested 
himself of the glory which he bad with the Father, and had sacrificed 
his precious life on the cross, to procure pardon and eternaj fife for 
those who were sunk in the deepest wretchedness, and who were whoily 
unable to extricate themselves. But in order to participate io the 
benefits of his death, if was necessary that they should receive him into 
their hearts. Yet the apostle saw that Christ bad never been formes 
in them. His holy temper and character were not reflected in their 
lives. It was evident their characters were formed alter another 
model, ‘They were servants of another master. What then were 
they about to lose? The whole benefit of Chirist’s purchase. ‘To them, 
he perceived all the sufferings of the Son of God, his obedience ant 
bitter death, were likely to be in vain. Pardon, sanctification, peace 
of conscience, Communion with God, and eternal life, all lost. He well 
understood the import of that fearful sentence of exclusion from the 
blessings of the Gospel, «But I say unto you, that none of those men 
that were bidden shall taste of my supper.”? Could a mind so tenderly 
benevolent as that of Paul, contemplate the immense loss which they 
would experience, without emotions of unutterable anguish? But this 
was not all that oppressed his mind. He considered 

2. The sufferings to which they exposed themselves, 

The loss of heaven, with all its immense blessings is Indeed infinite. 
But this was not all which they bad to apprehend. ‘Phe apostle saw 
that those among whom he had faithfully labored, and to whom he had 
preached Christ as the only foundation of hope, were in the greatest 
danger, not only of losing the blessings of salvation, but of suffering 
the positive effects of the divine displeasure. It is not merely a fact 
that except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of heaven, 
or taste of its joys, but also, that he must lie down in everlasting sor- 
row. Under this impression the apostle manifested his anxiety for 
them to his friends at Galatia. And under the same impression, he 
warns his Hebrew brethren against the consequences of disregarding 
the offers of the Gospel. «How shall we escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation?” Much oft the anguish, which he experienced in the present 
instance, probably arose from his fears that those for whom he felt so 
tenderly concerned, would perish forever. ‘They were in imminent 
danger of falling into the hands of the Itving God, under the displeas- 
ure of that almighty Being, who is able to destroy both soul and body 
in hell. He beheld them cast out of the presence of Ged into outer 
darkness, Where is weeping and gnashing of tecih, sinking into ever- 
lasting destruction, a destruction too, aggravaiod by thetr abuse of the 
distinguished light which had shone around them, and their misim- 
provement of unexampled privileges. It was this which filled his heart 
with anguish; which led him to refuse to be comforted until Christ 
should be formed in their hearts, and there was reason to hope that 
they would escape the displeasure of an avenging God. This was in- 
deed sufficient ground for the solicitude which he expressed. For wiih 
whatever inconsideration and lightness any may speak on the subject 
of damnation, who can dwell with devouring fire, who can inhabit 
everlasting burnings: 
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The subject which we have considered makes us acquainted with the 
great object of the faithful minister of the Gospel. 

He is indeed often calumniated. Selfish and sinister motives are 
attributed to him. He is charged with being influenced by a love of 
gain, by a thirst for popular applause, or a desire to obtain the means 
of subsistence in the easiest manner, and many other severe and cruel 
speeches are uttered against him, But however such allegations may 
apply to some who take upon themselves the sacred oflice, the faithful 
minister of Christ is chiefly concerned for the souls of his people. He 
travails in birth for them until Christ is formed in their hearts. 
Nothing short of this effect of his ministrations can satisfy him. He 
rejoices in their worldly prosperity; when the fruit of their labor is 
given them. He rejoices in their friendship, and in the peace and 
harmony which may prevail among them. But these are not the 
highest objects of his desire. He cannot be satisfied until they are 
subjected to Christ, and have become his willing people, and until his 
spirit and character are portrayed in their lives. ‘Though every other 
circumstance respecting them is as he could wish it: though their 
barns may be filled with plenty, the voice of health is heard in their 
dwellings, and though peace and quietness prevail among them, and he 
is so happy as to have secured their friendship, and is daily receiving 
from them its numerous accompaniments, still, while he perceives them 
to be without Christ, the most painful emotions are awakened in his 
heart. He knows that while in this situation they are without hope, 
and that except Christ be formed in them, they must perish forever, 
Hence he mourns over their dangerous condition, and earnestly prays 
that they may be convinced of sin, and experience the renewing of the 
Holy Ghost. His heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that 
they may be saved. ©O that there were in them, a heart to love God 
and keep his commandments, is the ardent aspiration of his soul. 
Such is the object of the faithful minister of the Gospel, an object from 
the pursuit of which he cannot be diverted. For this he studies and 
prays. For this he labors, both in public and private, in the sanctuary 
and from house to house. 

In view of this subject, let all be excited to serious self-examination. 

Let us carefully inquire whether the holy image of the blessed Jesus 
is impressed upon our souls. Are we like him in our temper, and in 
the habitual exercise of our hearts? Do we take him for our pattern, 
and imitate him in all his moral perfections? Do the same motives 
govern us, and are we actuated by the same holy, humble, meek, inof- 
fensive, forgiving, and benevolent spirit? In a werd, does Christ live 
in us, subduing our corruptions, purifying our hearts, and sweetly con- 
straining us to yield a cheerful and uniform obedience to his holy com- 
mandments? If the image of Christ is thus enstamped upon our 
hearts, and if our lives evidence the reality of his heavenly influence, 
then are we his disciples indeed. and when he shall appear in glory, 
we also shall appear with him and live and reign forever in his king- 
dom. But if our hearts are not formed after this model, if Christ’s 
likeness is not traced in our souls, let us seriously consider how de- 
plorable is our case. Every benevolent being travails in birth for us, 
‘They perceive at how great a sacrifice we are maintaining our sinful 
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course, how overwhelming are the calamities which are coming upon 
us, and which are making haste to devour us. QO my brethren, con- 
sider, if Christ be not revealed in you, whose image you wear. If his 
spirit and character be not traced in your hearts and lives, you reflect 
the image of the great apostate. He works in the children of disobe- 
dience, and never fails to produce his own likeness. You are not only 
his bondmen, and led captive by him at bis will, but his children, par- 
takers of the same nature, and breathing the same spirit. Be intreated 
to put off the works of the flesh, and to put on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Let his grace transform your souls into his blessed image. Now is 
the accepted time and the day of salvation. Give not sleep to your 
eyes nor slumber to your eyelids, until you have satisfactory evidence 
that the Lord Jesus has taken up his residence in your hearts; until 
you have put off the old man with his deeds, and have put onthe new man, 
which, after God, is created in righteousness and holiness. Soon the 
season of changes will have terminated. ‘The devil, your grand ad- 
versary, will hold undisturbed and everlasting possession. O break 
his bonds and blot out his image in your souls. Flee, flee for your 
lives, to him who died for you. He stands knocking at the door of 
your hearts. When will you give him entrance? When will you 
receive into your souls the treasures of divine grace? May the Spirit 
of God touch your hearts. Without this all will bein vain. Under 
his forming hand may all your corruptions be subdued. May you be 
transformed into the divine likeness. ‘Then when the believer’s life 
shall appear, When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, you will 
be with him where he is, and participate in his glory. 


For the Panoplist. 


INFLUENCE OF PRINCIPLES ON CONDUCT. 


Ir is very common to hear men exclaiming ‘1 believe, this, or the 
other, fact to have existed, or such an opinion to be true.” No difli- 
culty is found in learning a man’s every day notions, or what he per- 
haps would rather choose to dignify with the name of principles, if his 
declarations are received as sufficient evidence; but I aw more inclined 
to look at the life, as affording a surer index to the sentiments of the 
heart. Should any one tell me, he firmly believed in the declarations 
ofthe Bible, respecting a future state of retribution, and nevertheless, 
live as carelessly as avowed infidels, it signifies litthe what he may say 
respecting his belief. 

Let me not be supposed to mean, that it is no matter what a man 
believes, provided his life be right.” This silly dogma is worthy of 
those, who imagine, in the first place, that no degree of guilt in the 
impenitent will be sufficient to exclude them from heaven; and in the 
second, that opinions or sentiments do no harm, because some individ- 
uals are found, whose notions may be more detestable than their known 
practice. But to any one who looks toward the untried world with a 
steady eye, and at the same time contemplates the actions of his fellow- 
travellers and examines his own, the enormous disagreement between 
professed principles and actions presents a most affecting spectacle. 
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When T look at my employments of this day, consider the influence they 
may have had on these around me, their various tendencies, and the 
bearing they have had on my eternal destiny, f am astonished at the 
apathy which can believe the sublime and tremendous consequences of 
living in this world, to be as represented in the word of God, and yet 
can five as idly, as if this momentary residence were of eternal 
duration. 

in a season of cool reflection I am sometimes Pos to ask myself 
the question, “Bo f fully believe, as LT pretend? Am I apprehensive, 
that my whole existence on earth is but fora moment, and that eternity 
is my proper home?” It must 2 ppear to others, as it often does to my . 
self, that my conviction of the piainest truths is but partial; that I do 
but half believe what I sekacwlodde to be certain beyond a doubt, 
sensible ohiects are always at ha and, and from the necessity of some 
atention to them excuses are easily formed for giving them my time, 
my labors, and even my affections. I see others living almost as care- 
fess of their souls as i of mine, and thence am ready to say, theso 
people think not much more about death, judgment, and eternity than 
myself. In this condition. a foolish and stupid indifference comforts 
itself with the miserable delusion, that one cannot be very unsafe, while 
such numbers around him are in equal danger. In every contest be- 
tween the judgment and the inclinations, the latter take part against 
God and his holy law. "The atheism of the heart sometimes adopts the 
cesperate subterfuge of imagining, that the Almighty will not execute 
his thre tenings; as if the numbers of his enemies presented an obstu- 
cie to his power, or would induce him from motives of policy, like men, 
to connive at the crime, because ef the multitude of offenders. 

‘Phe structure of the human mind undoubtedly gives present objects 
a strong hold of it, in preference to those either ‘distant or future. But 
this intiuence is not so powertul as to prevent the imagination from 
expatiating in distant regions, or from wandering down “the current of 
years, Whenever the affections demand it. No one finds it difficult to 
give a permanent attention to the call of inclination or interest. , ‘The 
man who is firmly persuaded that his treasure is laid up in heaven, 
should find no more reluctance in thinking of the condition of that 
happy region, and constantly preparing for it, than one whose posses- 
sions aré in a forcign country, and whose daily employments are pre- 
parations for departure, and securing the proper titles to the expeeted 
inheritance. I have said, that such perfect regard to the future world 
is clearly the duty of the Christian. Were his thoughts directed te 
that abode of purity, with a becoming intensity, the duty would te his 
delight; no prompter would be required to quicken his recollection; no 
repe: ted exhortations to accelerate his march. Not only adopting the 
language, his whole soul would be animated with the sentiment of the 
apostle, who exclaimed, “we walk by faith, not by sight” 

‘The tide of popular feeling, like that of the ocean, has an incalcula- 
ble power in impelling along its current whatever falls within tis 
reach. But here and there are found afew rocks of stability enough 
to resist the force of the surrounding elements while multitudes of 
gc er substances obey the impulse of every wave. Whenever the 
habits of society, or the maxims of the age, are at open war with the 
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precepts of the Gospel, the man, who hopes for a better world, needs 
constantly to recal first principles, When he forgets these principles, 
{emptations have a superior power. He does not fly to the ouly safe 
Refuge; from the storms which beat upon him he has no shelter; and 
uuless divine mercy interpose in an extraordinary manner, which he’ 
yas no reason to expect, he is irrecoverably lost. Z. Y:~ 


For the Panoplist. 
ON EARTHLY ATTACHMENTS. 


4 very little reflection on the constitution of the human mind, shows 
the value of the affections, and the connexion between their exercise 
and the happiness of the possessur. No intellectual being can know 
the meaning of the term enjoyment, if he have not found an object on 
which to repose the more amiable feelings of his nature, to allow a full 
communication of his kindest sensibilities, and between whom and 
himself the expression of those sensibilities may be reciprocal. He 
who has learned to live for no other purpose than selt-gratification is, 
in his best moments, a truly miserable being. ‘Though surrounded by 
his species, and mingling in their society, still he exists alone: Like 
the oyster he clings to his native rock; but for no other purpose, than 
io sponge the means of gratification from whatever Comes in contact. 
His isolated heart Knows no sympathy for others; nor derives even a 
momentary delight from any thing beyond the narrow limits of the spot 
to which he adheres. 

To a superficial observer, it might seem desirable, that the objects 
demanding superior attention, should be those immediately surround- 
ig the person whose good ts consulted; that the employments neces- 
sary to his subsistence would be adapted to communicate happiness; 
or, at least, to conduct him in the sheriest path to the attainment of it. 
Were the present state designed by God as an abode of happiness, or, 
did Our existence terminate at the grave, such a conclusion would seem 
unavoidable; but the man who admits the benevelence of the Deity, 
and credits the declarations of his word, will not expect to gather the 
Ulossoms of paradise, in a region bearing the marks of Almighty dis- 
pleasure. 

The decisions of prudence appear to require a conformity of our 
desires to our situation. Ifless happiness, on the whole, is enjoyed in 
‘he present world, than is desirable, an acknowledgment of the attri- 
vutes of the Creator, involves an obligation to look for other sources 
of enjoyment, beyond such an Qnpropitious clime. It is not necessary 
io detail the causes of wretchedness in a world fertile in all evil; nor 
cnumerate the failures of those, who expect pleasure in the various 
pursuits, which successively demand their attention, excite their hopes, 
cuiploy the energies of mind and toils of body. Nothing can be plainer 
‘han the fact, that a great majority of men have a decided love of the 
vorld. Insuch as pretend to doubt of any hereafter, this conduct, 
though equally dangerous, is not so utterly inconsistent with their prin- 
ciples, as with these of the Christian. ‘That one who hopes for a 
World of unspstted purity, who thinks his treasure is laid up in heaven, 
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and that a crown of glory awaits him beyond the confines of the grayo, 
—that such an one should pursue the gilded toys of children, with gg 
much avidity as the mere slaveand drudge of the world, is a monstroy 
absurdity of conduct. And yet how very rare are the professors of the 
religion of Jesus Christ, whe obey his precept, which forbids them tg 
lay up their treasure on earth. Could a being be found, unacquainted 
with the wrong propensities of our nature, and were he the impartiaj 
spectator of human actions, he must suppose, that some fatal necessity 
compelled us to lay up all our treasure on earth; to live for the pur. 
pose of present gratification, and to expect an eternal residence i In this 
land of sorrows. 

An habitual disregard of a state of retribution, is indeed one of the 
great evils of life. When that single truth is forgetten, that «God 
will bring every work into judgment,” the mind is ready to embrace 
any delusion which falls in its way. ‘Those most eagerly grasped are 
such as allow the abandoned wretch to pursue his pleasures, the miser 
to accumulate his heaps of shining dust, the gay to flit awhile like insects 
in the sunshine, the foolish slaves of ambition to perform the unreason- 
able service of such a hard master. Every unholy disposition meets 
a plausible temptation suited to accomplish its captivity. 

Few things can be more universally known, than the attachment to 
whatever has cost us much labor. Strong as is the love of wealth, no 
inconsiderable degree of its strength arises from the toils it has cost 
the possessor. Although the man may powerfully feel his disappoint- 
ment, in failing to realize the expected delight which prompted his 
schemes of aggrandizement, still, he cannot endure the thought of relin- 
quishing a treasure purchased at the expense of so much calculation, 
so many days of torturing anxiety, and nights of care, while sleep fled 
from his eyes, and tranquillity was a stranger. If his conviction of 
its emptiness be complete, nevertheless he hugs it closely as the means 
of attaining higher objects, and which, to his bewildered imagination, 
give fairer promise of felicity. 

To those who have long experienced the inefficacy of temporal enjoy- 
ments, the Savior’s invitation to the weary and heavy laden would be 
supposed, on rational principles, peculiarly welcome. ‘Their many 
mortifying defeats should have taught them a salutary lesson. Did 
they not love the trifles of a moment incomparably better than the prom- 
ised blessings of the Gospel, they would at once abandon such an un- 
profitable labor. They have learned by sad experiment, that the 
husks of the world afford no nutriment tothe soul. The decisive com- 
mand is, “Love not the world.” Hating the method of salvation 
revealed in the Bible, beyond all other objects, they adopt the daring 
expedients of their own fancy. Unhappy now , they fly successively to 
hundreds of false refuges, rather than take shelter in the ark of safety. 
If God would allow them to tread the circle of criminal pleasures for- 
ever, they would exult in the delusive hope of being the artificers of 
their own happiness. The acknowledgment ef the least obligation to 
their Maker is an irksome task; compliance with his will an unsup- 
portable burden; to endure forever the presence of a Being of uncon- 
trollable power, whom they hate with all their heart, would be abso- 
lutely intolerable. X. 
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rave, 
om MISCELLANEOUS. 
om '} EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF THE REY. COTTON MATHER: 
Hited : (Continued from pr. 58.) 
‘ual Fe 
sity P ) Dec. 20,1712. 1. Good Devised. I renew my consideration, that it 
dur. is a point of great consequence to be inculcated on my flock, and will 
this compendiously ob‘ain those good ends upon the people, which 1 most of 
all desire to sec obtained; for them to be sensible, that they have to do 
the with God, in their various exercises and calamities; and that nothing 
rod ever can have any power to hurt them, except it be given from above. 
Ace 2, G. UD. One special action which L am now doing in relation to 
are my cuildren, is the furnishing of their libraries. I would make it a 
oe sweet occasion of encouraging them to read.things that may be of the 
cts realest advantage unto them. One expedient, among others, LI intend 
n- shall be this. When & bestow any new book on such of them as are 
‘ts able to write, the condition of their becoming the owners of it shall be, 
their first of all writing out of it into their blank book, such passages 
to as I shall assign unto them. And they, who are not old enough to 
- write, may learn something by heart. 
st 3. G. D. In this cold season, I would keep a particular eye on the 
- F health of my aged parents, and advise them therein the best that I can. 
8 Ff. And whereas ihere are many so remotely akin to me, that it must be 
- B apiece of pleasancy to own the kindred, L would yet endeavor to enu- 
i merate them; and as my circumstances are such that they will not 
1 — account themselves dishonored by my claiming the relation, I would 
[ present a book of piety to each of them, and render the tender of it 
> §& acceptable, by letting them know on that occasion how willing I am, 


» that they should consider me as under the obligations of a kinsman to 
' them. 
A 4. G. D. The impieties of Christmas revels are likely to prevail 
- among some of the young people. My lecture falling out on the very 
day of Christmas | would make it an opportunity to bear a decided tes- 
timony against such impious practices. May the Lord accept and 
prosper this testimony. 

5. G. D. There are services which I would put others upon doing, 
I would write unto some capable hands in England, that they would 
give to the public a martyrology of the English dissenters. € would 
write unto some in Scotland, for the like performance on the behalf of 
their sufferers. [ would promote a letter of thanks from the ministers 
here, unto Mr. Pierce, for his noble performance in vindication of the 
Dissenters, addressed in the Latin language, 4d Fratres Exteros. 

Dec, 25. Thursday. In the beginning of this week I was much perplex- 
ed in my mind what subject I should choose for my lecture; inasmuch as 
it fell out upon Christmas holiday, and there would probably be among 
the people much notice taken of what I should say on that occasion. ‘The 
words selected for the text were these: ungodly men, turning the grace 
of God into wantonness. Having revolved the subject in my mind, £ 
enjoyed a most gracious and sensible assistance from heaven in des- 
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patching within a few hours the preparation of my sermon. I enjoyed 
yet more in the delivery of it, after that L had in the dust humbled my. 
self before the Lord. I delivered it unto a great assembly; and among 
the new articles of ungodly wantonizing on the grace of ‘God, My last 

was, that it is an affront unto the grace of God, for men to make the 
birth of our holy Savior, an encouragement aud an occasion for very 
unholy enormities. On this | enlarged, and was greatly blessed troy 
Me is in bearing my testimonies. 

G. D. There are some neighbors, who make some figure at oyy 
deen: that are falling into sinful contentions. 1 would use the best 
methods to prevent their sin, and employ influential friends to persuade 
them into accommodations. 

7. G. D. Whereas my morning inquiry of. What good is to be done? 
is of so quick despatch, that if leaves me room for many other thoughts 
to be formed, I would employ the thoughts of the morning, as well as 
those of the night, more upon the glories of my admirable Savior, 25 
they appear in each head, and have relation to every truth of our holy 
religion. And when I come into my study, I would insert my thoughts 
into the papers allotted for them, that they may serve as astore for me 
afterwards in my ministry. 

1. G. D. In my catechising, IT would exquisite ty single out the 
peculiar vices and follies which the children are in dange r of, and cause 
a Scripture to be.read, relating to each of those things, and insist on 
that Scripture, with a vehement inculcation, and add a pertinent story, 
= memory whereof may be strong upon them. 

. G. D. It would be a thing of conse quence for me to carry on the 
table talk inmy family with a greater ingenuity and fruitfulness, 
Wherefore, I would not only order my table so as to have all my chil- 
dren sitting at it, at stated and proper hours; but I would then con- 
stantly carry on a discourse, on some noble and useful subject. which 
may entertain the minds of the children, and furnish them with valua- 
ble notions. 

5. G. D. There is a family in my neighborhood very remotely 
akin to the relations of my former wife. I will take a particular cog. 
nisance of both old and young in the family; and endeavor, by my dis. 


courses with them, and by putting books of piety into their ‘hands, to 
draw them unto all that is good. 


For the Panoplist. 


REMARKS ON MR. WORCESTER’S GAZETTEER. 


In the last number of the Panoplist is a notice of Mr. Worcester’s 
Gazetteer of the United States, in which I observed some appropriate 
remarks on that performance, together with very just reflections on the 
subject in general. The readers of that article will entertain no doubt 
of the writer’s disposition to do justice to Mr. W. by giving currency 
to the circulation of that valuable work. While I unite with bim most 
cordially, in his general approbation of the volume, I shall take the 
liberty of dissenting from one of the opinions which he has expressed. 
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1819. 


In speaking of the errors of that and similar works, the writer says, 
that in the present volume he sdoes not believe them numerous.” 
Now no person at all acquainted with the subject, will expect perfect 
accuracy in all the particulars of a Gazetteer. This would be nearly 
anpossible. Every astronomer, and well qualified surveyor, Knows 
thar the latitude and longitude of a place are not to be ascertamed 
without careful observations, made with good instruments, and by sci- 
entific men. In every gazetteer, hitherto published, there are thou- 
sands of ervors in the latitudes and longitudes, a large proportion of 
which are unavoidable, An approximation to the Uuti in these cases, 
is all we can reasonably expect. : 

In giving the distances of towns from Washington, the official state- 
ments of the General Post-Office were considered as proper authority: 
and am not disposed to doubt, that Mr. W. has placed the numerods 
post-towns as correctly as they were furnished in this official account; 
perhaps even more so, Nevertheless, there is a considerable number 
vi errors in these given distances in the Gazetteer. Not having mi- 
nutely examined the book, | mention several which have occasionally 
caught my eve. Chateaugay, Franklin County, N. Y. is said to be 
48, ».iles from Wasiington, instead of 586; HaverhiH, Ms. is said to 
be 477 from W. for 467; Malone, N.Y. is 755 for 575; New-Lebanon, 
. ¥. is 225 for about 350; Wesifreld, Ms. 715 for 375. Chateaugay 
is repeated, as being in both Franklin and Clinton counties; but I be- 
lieve that no town of that name isin the latter county. 

In stating the distance of the junction of the rivers Arkansaw, and 
White River with the Missouri, from the entrance Into the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, by the course of the stream, there is an error of figures. ‘Phe junc- 
tion of the Arkansaw is said to be 500 miles from the Gulf of Mexico, 
instead of 7423 that of the White River 514 for 756. Lee County in 
Virginia ts y.laced in the south-east corner of the state, and is yet de- 
scribed as bounded on ‘Tennessee and Kentucky. It is, in fact, in the 
south-west corner. 

The late treaty with Spain, in fixing the southern boundary of the 
Arkansaw Territory. or what was heretofore called Lovisiana, has dis- 
appointed some hasty map-makers. ‘The limits of that territory do not 
extend so far to the south as was supposed. 

The rage for dividing towns is so great, that no printed account can 
ever provide for the additional names, without very frequent editions, 
Petitions were presented to the Massachusetts Legislature at their win- 
ter session, for incorporating about 60 towns, most of which were to be 
formed b; divisions, and sub-divisions of old corporations. In new 
settlements the number increases so fast, that any enumeration per- 
Jectly correct to-day, would scarcely be so tomorrow; and next year 
would be far behind the truth. 

Itis gratifying to observe that Mr. W. has avoided the scandalous 
puffing of his own country at the expense of all others, which is so offen- 
sive in the writings of many authors, on both sides of the Atlantic. 


What can be more disgusting than the egregious misrepresentations of 


fications of some pretended English travellers? 
coimmon sense, who has the information of an ordinary school-boy, 


How can any man of 
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avoid smiling at the paragraphs of slander, on every thing belonging 
to the United States, which find their way into some of the Englis) 
Reviews. ‘The natural features of our country, in the hands of these 
gentry, share the fate of the captives of Procrustes. If our rivers 
seem too long, they easily shorten them; if our mountains are too high, 
they are cut down, till the dimensions are made to suit an envious eye, 
or a disordered imagination. Do our fertile districts seem too broad, 
and the sterile ones too narrow? Expedients are always. at hand to 
conform the extent and soil of both to their own wishes. 

These remarks are made with entire friendship to Mr. W. and his 
book;: which he will doubtless render more perfect in a_ second 
edition. N. P. 


THE EXECUTION OF THE PIRATES. 


On the day assigned for the purpose, which was the 18th uli, 
the four unhappy men, who had been condemned for murder 
and piracy, were executed in this town. Most readers probably 
know, that the crime, for which these malefactors suffered, was com- 
mitted in July, 1816, on board the schooner Plattsburgh, from Balti- 
more; that, in the accomplishment of their purpose, they took the lives 
of the captain, supercargo, and first mate; seized the vessel; and di- 
vided, among themselves and others, the money, amounting to $42,000, 
which formed the principal part of the cargo; that they were appre- FF 1 
hended at Copenhagen, and brought home for trial in a public ship; FP " 
that they appeared peculiarly hardened on their trial and after convic- FO) 5 
tion; that, on the Seth of December, they were sentenced to be exe- FF 
cuted on the 2Ist of January; that the President of the United States FB ! 
gave them a respite of four weeks; and that, on the expiration of the FB ° 
term allowed them, they were brought out of prison, and suffered the J t 
extremity of the law, in the presence of many thousand spectators. JB 
Since they were landed, much indignation has been expressed concern. — ' 
ing them; partly on account of the atrocity of their offence, but more J 
because piracy has become common of late. | 

These facts, and others which I am about to mention, furnish a suit- 
able occasion for calling the attention of readers to several topics, F 
which relate to the subject. 

‘The execution of criminals is a very solemn event; and if, as is 
to be feared, the number of capital crimes is to be increased, and the 
number of executions to be multiplied, the best mode of treating the 
unhappy sufferers ought to be adopted, and the best state of feeling 
respecting them to be produced in the community. To resort to the 
punishment of death is a lamentable evil; such an evil as ought not fo § 
exist unless upon the clearest necessity, and only in consequence of the J 
most atrocious crimes. When death is inflicted by the hand of public 
justice, the lesson should not be lost upon the people at large. _Deplor- 
able, indeed, is the case, when criminals are regarded with feelings of 3 
malignant revenge, or stupid insensibility; when spectators, instead of | 
humbling themselves before God for their own numerous offences, fool- : 
ishly think tiemselves innocent, and the culprits before them the great J 
est of all offenders. 
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To return from this digression: when it was found, that the pirates 
were sentenced to be hung i in three weeks, the veliection very naturally 
occurred, that so speedy an execution was contrary to the usage of this 
part of the country. It was a painful consideration, that four hardened 
offenders, some of them but little acquainted with our language, and 


all totally ignorant of religion, should be sent out of the world with so 


few opportunities for preparation, as could be afforded them, in so 
scanty a period, and within the walls of a prison. Speedy executions 
were also deemed highly injurious to the community, for a great many 
reasons; some of which were stated in the Panoplist for January, to 
which number the reader is referred. A petition was therefore for- 
warded to the President, asking for a reprieve. 

As this transaction has very “unexpectedly been made the subject of 
animadversion, it may be proper to state some particulars, which would 
not otherwise have been mentioned. 

The petition was agreed upon by persons, who had never seen the 
prisoners, and knew nothing of them, except through the medium of 
public report. It originated solely in benevolence to them, and ina 
regard to the welfare of the whole community. Whether it would ex- 
cite public attention, or would never be thought of; whether it would 
be appreved or condemned, were considerations, which never came into 
mind. ‘Chat a reprieve was, on all accounts, a desirable thing was not 
doubted; that it was the duty of those who thought so, to cause some 
representation to be made to the government, seemed equally clear. 
That the persons, who made the representation were mistaken, either 
in their facts or reasonings, has not been evinced, in the smallest de- 
gree, by any thing which has transpired since. 

‘The petition stated, among other things of smaller moment, that the 
prisoners were believed to be exceeding ely hardened in their guilt and 
altogether ignorant of religion; that they had precious and eternal in- 
terests at stake; that, if saved at all, they, like others of the human 
race, must be saved by the Gospel; that, confined as they were, it was 
not easy for them to acquire, within the few days allotted them, any 
considerable knowledge of the only method of salvation; and that, on 
these accounts, their case Invited the merciful interposition of govern- 
ment. It was added, that executions, inflicted speedily after convic- 
tion, were believed to have a pernicious effect on the public; and the 
reasons of this belief were stated, in regular order. All intention of 
soliciting a pardon for the unhappy men was expressly disclaimed; 
and the representation was declared to be made consistently with en- 
lire res spect for the court. 

The paper was signed by seven persons. Others, who had conversed 

on the subject, were ready to sign it, had they been met with; and it 
would have been easy to multiply signatures; but this was not thought 
to be of the slightest importance. It was on facts and reasons alone, 
and not on names, that the petitioners relied. “Three geiiemen, to 
Whom application was made, declined signing; one, because he seemed 
to rely on the efficacy of almost immediate executions; the others, be- 
cause they did not think it necessary to take any part Ina business, 
Which did not peculiarly belong to them. "They expressed, however, 
a perfect approbation cf the paper, and a full belief that it would be. 
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effectual, though signed by two names only. It was carried to me 
court-house, with a view of being shown to the court: but the Judge 
were engaged in another important trial, aud could not be inter rupted, 
As the hour of closing the mail approac bed, no further dclay wag 
thought justifiable; especially considering the lability of the mails ty 
be interrupted in the winter, and the unforeseen occurrences, which 
sometimes retard the transaction of public business. A duplicate was 


sent the nextday. : 
At the proper time for the return of the mail, and four days before DF 
the period fixed for the execution, a reprieve arrived, and was commu. F 
nicated to the prisoners. ‘The warrant stated, as f am informed, that 7 
the President was induced to defer the day of execution by clemency ; 
alone, no application having been made in behalf of the unhappy men, Po 
either by themselves, their counsel, the court or jury, or any oflicer of DP ¢ 
the court. mr 
When the reprieve became publicly known in Boston, it excited a [7 
degree of dissatisfaction, which seemed at first unaccountable, an¢ Py © 
which is not very easily accounted for, ‘That the mere prolonging of Fy ° 
iife for a few days to four condemned malefactors, who were ignorant, FY! 
helpless, without a single person even to wish for their escape; and ix Fo! 
the safe keeping of the ‘officers of justice, should be received with marks Fy 


ae 


of discontent and decided hostility, would hardly be expected in any By t 


community. But that such indications should be found among a Bo f 
humane, enlightened, and Christian people;—a people, who profess to Py P 


believe in the retributions of the world to come;—wouid not be credi. Pe ¢ 
ble. if they had not actually been witnessed. It would be wrong, how. Fy * 
ever, to receive these indications as expressions of the state of fee! ing ie ¢ 
throughout the community; especialy of the more considerate and re- 
flecting class, and all, who think much of the concerns of the soul. 
Such persons were highly gratified with the interposition of the Chie! 
Magistrate. ‘They thought it a very proper exercise of constitutional 
power; and one, which, in all its bearings, had a salutary tendency. 

Those, whe found most fault with the reprieve, seemed to think, tha! 
the petitioners must have been influenced by a weak and silly compas- 
sion for the criminals, while they had not enlargement of mind enough 
to consider the good of the community; or that they could not have 
known the atrocious character of the piracy and murder, in which thes 
culprits had been the actors, and therefore ought to be blamed for inter- 
fering in a case, whic h they did not understand. As to the guilt of the 
prisoners, its ate ocity was expressly given as one of the reasons for the 
application; and, in regard to the ability of the petitioners to form an 
opinion in the case, as ‘i happen to know them all, it may be proper to 
say, that, in my judgment, they might without arrogance deem them- 
selves competent to form such an opinion; and that, when formed, they 
might lawfully express it, in a respectiul manner, to the constituted 
authoritic® of the country. 

The reasons commonly assigned against the reprieve were the fol- 
lowing: | 

‘These wretches were $0 guilty that they deserved no mercy; 

either in this world er the next, 
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True it is, the criminals deserved no mercy, for this plain reason, 
that it is impossible to deserve mercy in any case. The very definition 
of mercy is favor to the undeserving. Mercy was not asked for them 
because they deserved any good thing; but because they needed every 
thing, Which it should be in the power of piety and benevolence to ob- 
tain forthem. ‘That they were not proper subjects of the very limited 
favor, Which was showa them for a most important end, bas not been 
proved, Let ail, who are inclined to treat their fellow sinners with 
angiy severity, consider well on what foundation they must themselves 
stand, in the day of judgment. They will not then think of pleading 
their own desert, as a reason Why mercy should be shown them. 

62. There was no use in giving them further time to repent. The 
crime was Committed more than two years ago; they had been long. 
confined in prison, and on board ship, and if they have not already 
repented, they will never repent.’ 

That they had not repented before their trial, was but too manifest 
on that melancholy occasion. The inference that they would never 
repent may have been too strong. Prisoners, condemned to die with- 
in a short period, are in a very different condition, as to the probabil- 
ity of repentance, from that of high-handed offenders roaming the 
world at large, or even aller they are apprehended and before convic- 
tion. Criminals almost invariably hope to escape punishment, till they 
find themselves sentenced to death, and the day of their execution ap- 
proaching. ‘Then they are sometimes willing to look into the world to 
come, to Inquire what sort of an account they must render to God, and 
to hear the tidings of salvation. In such cases, there is great encour- 
agement to preach the Gospel to them; and, if they can receive truly 
evangelical instruction, there may be much ground of hope concern, 
ing them. Many condemned malefactors have given very satisfactory 
evidence of genuine penitence, and humble piety. The late lamented 
Dr. Dwight once related to a large congregation at New Haven the 
story of a man, who was executed for murder at Nerthampton, about 
the close of the revolutionary war, and who gave uncommon evidence 
of having experienced conversion subsequently to his sentence. ‘The 
immediate design of the narration was to illustrate the eflicacy of 
prayer. Some of the outlines of the story are these. The prisoner 
was a French officer, who served under La Fayette, and left the army 
abrevet major. In a drunken quarrel he killed a man in Tlampshire 
county, was tried. and convicted of murder. He was proud, haughty, 
justified himself, blamed the court and jury; and, in short, was har- 
dened in the vices of camps, and rendered callous by the atrocities of 
war He was, besides, a bigoted Catholic, and totally ignorant of al! 
religion. He wished to send to Canada for a Romish priest to con- 
fess his sins; and thought he should then be prepared to quit this world 
in sullen heroism, and look forward to the next with blind confidence; 
still harboring bitter resentment against all, who had brought him into 
lis unhappy condition, repreaching the laws of the country, and re- 
naining unconscious of the evil of sin. Many pious persens, in that 
part of the conntry, felt a deep interest in his case; multitudes of pray- 
ers were offered in his behalf; and great pains were taken to furnish 
him with correct religious instruction. Ue was shown the inefficacy 
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of any pardon, which a pricst could bestow; the nature of the divine 
law was explained to him; the enormity of his offences was set before 
him; and he was exhorted to repent, and believe in Curist Much tinge 
was spent with him in prison; and at length symptoms of religinys 
anxiety, of compunction, of penstence, contrition, and genuine faith, 
were manifest. Flis temper, his feelings, his whole demeanor were 
wonderfully changed. He entirely acquiesced in the sentence of the 
law; quictly submitted to it; expressed a deep abhorrence of the criine 
for which he suffered, and of his other numerous sins, and appeared 
cordially to embrace the distinguishing truths of the Gospel. Dr, 
Dwight attended him assiduously, during the interval between his tria! 
and execution, as [ have learned from other sources, though his agency 
was not mentioned in the public narration above alluded to. There 
have been many sinilar cases, in the history of divine lnterpositions 
for the salvation of great sinners. Indeed, the idea that a condemned 
malefactor is more guilty than thousands, who are never brought to 
trial in this world; or that he is of course more inaccessible, or his 
heart more hard and obdurate, than the hearts of immense multitudes 
in every great community, is entirely without foundation. 

But it ig alleged, 

‘3. ‘hat it is wrong to interfere with the regular course of the laws; 
and to counieract the decisions of the courts.’ 

So far as this objection applies to the court, it is sufficient to say, 
that a day might be fixed for the execution, with an expectation, on the 
part of the court, that a reprieve would be granted. Reprieves are 
very common in most governments; they are certainly very Common 
in ours: and entire pardons are by no means unfrequent. This is the 
first time, that I ever heard a petition for a reprieve, or a pardon, 
charged with want of respect for the court. The British laws, the 


British government, and the British people, are sanguinary enough,’ 


as every body knows: yet how common is it to petition for the inter. 
position of the royal prerogative, in behalf of state criminals. In a 
case of life and death, to ask for a favor to be granted to poor, misera- 
ble, helpless, friendless men, whom the petitioners never saw, and of 
whom they knew nothing but the general report of their guilt and 
wretchedness, would not certainly seem to deserve a very severe con- 
demnation; especially if the petition were grounded also on reasons of 
public utility. But there is an error in talking about interference with 
the laws, by a petition for a reprieve, or a pardon. When the Presi- 
dent pardons a criminal, he acts as much in obedience to the laws, as 
does the judge who condemns. ‘The supreme law of the rand has given 
him the power, on purpose that he may exercise it. whenever he thinks 
the public good will be promoted by his interposition. 

‘4. The petitioners might have known, that great public indignation 
was excited against the pirates, and that there would be a still higher 
exasperation produced by a reprieve.’ 

Public indignation is no safe criterion of right and wrong, of truth 
and duty. There are persons in the world, (f wish the number were 
greater,) who do not suppose it necessary, when about to discharge & 
known duty, to ascertain what the public thmk about if, or ¥ hether 
they think at all. 
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65. The prisoners did not ask for areprieve themselves; what busi- 
ness had others to ask it for them2’ 

The gravity with which this and severai other objections have been 
introduced can hardiy preserve them from ridicule. The prisoners did 
not kKuoW that a repricye Was possible. When announced to tnein, 
they could not ndersiand Wiat it meant. Besides, they were no com- 
petent judges of wiat they needed, or of what would be for their bene- 
tit, As to all questions of this Kind, they were mere children. 

6. All the sailors in port, hearing of the reprieve, would conclude 
that the pirates would never be hung; and many of them would turn 
yates and murderers themselves.’ 

‘Lhis statement certainly contaias no great compliment to our gal- 
lant tars, Who are so often toasted, and praised, and flattered. ‘he 
assertion is altogether a groundless assumption. It cannet:be proved, 
shat sailors understand a reprieve to mean a pardon; that when all the 
newspapers Ceclare, that the President bas only put off the execution 
four weeks, they believe it will therefore never take place. Still less 
can it be proved, that the infliction of capital punishment is the grand 
preventive of crimes. All who rely upon it principally for this end, 
will find themselves miserably deceived. A few months ago two men 
were executed for robbing the mail. ‘Their bodies were hardly dis- 
sected before another mail-robbery was committed by culprits, who 
knew that they should be hung, if they were taken. For many hundred 
years high-way robbery, and many kinds of theft, have been punished 
with death in Great Sritain. Yet innumerable thefts and robberies have 
been perpetrated every year. It is a very idle thing to suppose piracy 
vill be prevented by hanging a few unsuccessful depredators, while 
piratical vessels are constantly fitting out, in some of our ports, to 
cruise against the commerce of ali nations. A hundred pirates are 
new educated to their life of villany for one that is even apprehended. 
But supposing the mere act of hanging men to be as efficacicus as you 
please, the defevring it only makes it the move netorious, and of course 
increases its efficacy. 

‘7, When punishment is deferred, the people are apt to feel compas- 
sion for the sufferers, and to think the laws too rigorous.’ 

itis right that the people should regard criminals with compassion, 
in every stage of the proceedigg; but it is by no means admitted, that 
the laws have ever been complained of on that account. In no com- 
munity has there been a more uniform acquiescence in the administra- 
tion of the laws than in this country. 

These are the principal reasons, which have been urged against the 
reprieve. | should not have thought it necessary to consider them par- 
ticularly, were it not for the effect, which they might have on other 
unhappy men, in similar circumstances. 

tis with pain that I now advert to a proceeding, which seems hard 
to be justified. I refer to the fact, that no clergymen, except those of 
the Roman Catholic religion, were permitted to visit the prisoners. 
The mere statement of this fact, in the heart of a Protestant commu- 
nity, will astonish many readers. It is doubtless true, that two of 
the prisoners were Roman Catholics, so far as they had any religious 
notions; that is, they had known something of the religious forms in 
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Catholic countries. ‘They were visited by one of the Romish clergy 9 re 


Boston; and their two companions concluded to follow their example, 
and to become Catholics also. It is said, that they expressed a wis) 
not to see any clergyman of another persuasion; and that the Romish 
clergy declined taking any charge of them, ‘unless they had the sole 
charge. Admitting all this to be true, it furnishes no justification fop 
excluding the visits of other clergymen, who applied for admission, 
As to the men themselves, they were no more capable of deciding wit 
wouid be for their benefit, than a child four years old, And is it now 
to be taken for granted, that the instruction of Roman Catholics is just 
as good as any other? Is it not perfectly known, to every well in. 
formed Christian, that the Romish church contains the most monstrous 
mass of antichristian error? that she is the grand corrupter of the 


‘pure religion? that her instructions are, in general, altogether defect. 


ive? that the common people are taught to rely on forms and ceremo- 
nies, prayers to saints, and countless repetitions of sentences in a dead 
language? that they are forbidden the use of the Bible? that the great 
body of the clergy, in Catholic countries, are grossly ignorant of reli- 
gion, and of every thing else? That some real Christians have been 
found within her pale is not doubted; though they must have lived un- 
der great disadvantages, and in great darkness and delusion What 
intelligent parent, having the spiritual welfare of his child at heart, 
would commit him to the sole instruction of a Romish priest? But it is 
asked, *What rule shall be adopted?) Shall every man, who calls him- 
selfaclergyman, be permitted to visit criminels? and shall the prison 
be crowded with Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Baptists, Metho- 
dists, and Universalists, all teaching their peculiar tenets at the same 
time’? ‘To this inquiry t reply, that the best state of things would ex- 
ist, in this respect, if Protestant chaplains were appointed by the gov- 
ernment to take the particular charge of all criminals in prison; but 
more especially of malefactors condemned to die. As this case is not 
provided for, there would be little danger ef evil. in permitting any 
regular clergyman to visit the prison, and to enter into religieus con- 
versation with the convicts, to pray with them, and to offer them reli- 
gious instruction. Men of sense and of piety would not enter upon 
religious controversy in such a place, and on such an errand. If all 
the instructions given were not perfectly consistent with each other, 
there is an energy in truth, and a blessing frequently with it, that may 
safely be left to operate on the conscience and the heart. 

That one of the Romish clergy was very assiduous in attending the 


pirates is not doubted; but that they derived any preper knowledge of 


the Gospel has not appeared to the public. Uf they had entertained 
any just sense of the evil ef sin, and had exhibited any marks of con‘ri- 
tion, one would think some evidence of the kind would have found its 
way abroad. On the contrary, every thing evinced the most deplora- 
ble ignorance, so far as [ can judge from the printed accounts. Ina 
paper left by two of them, they disclaimed, just before their execution, 
all participation in the murder; though the evidence was strong agains! 
them. Nor did they make any proper acknowledgment of the piracy. 
and of the concealment of the murder, and the division of the plunder. 
gf which they were conlessedly guilty. 
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It was extensively viewed as a melancholy event, that no means of 
instruction, except those which have been specified, were afforded to 
these poor perishing malefactors. ‘Two congregational clergymen ask- 
ed for admittance, with the Marshal’s permission in their hand, and 
with the importunity, which the urgency of the case demanded. Yet 
their request was peremptorily refused by the officer, who had the im- 
mediate charge of the prisoners; and no means were found of revoking 
iis decision, though great anxiety was felt for the unhappy sufferers, 
A tremendous responsibility rests somewhere. 

‘Though the weather was severe, an immense crowd witnessed the 
executions twenty thousand according to the estimate ofsome. It was 
mortifying to see multitudes of females, some in coaches, hurrying to 
such a scene of ignominy and suffering. The levity of a large part of 
the populace, particularly of sailors, is stated to have been such as not 
to afford any very distinguished promise of the utility of capital punish- 
ments, so far as spectators of executions are concerned, 

Many public and private prayers were constantly offered for the pris- 
oners. during the time, which remained to them after the sentence; but 
itis not to be forgotten, that the preaching of the Gospel is the great 
instrument of salvation. Prayers may assist preaching, but cannot 
supersede It. 

On the day of exccution a very acceptable service was rendered to 
the cause of good morals, by the distribution of a tract among the 
crowd, It was written for the occasion, and published by the Boston 
Society for the eral and Religious Insiruction of the Poor, ‘Three thou- 
sand copies were dispersed, and many more calied for. It was solemn, 
tender, judicious, and impressive. 

At the close of this article it may be useful to say a few words, in 
reference to the asstumption, that these pirates were the most guilty of 
all men; and to the false estimate of human character, which persons 
in general are apt to form. Bad as these men undoubtedly were, it is 
easy to see, that much worse men are to be found in the worlds; men, 
who would notwithstanding be received into what is called the best 
company, and would be praised, flattered, and admired. From the 
many Classes of great sinners | will select iwe; and tie reader shail 
judge as to the correctness of my statemen!. 

Look atthe slave-trader. A well educated merchant, at Liverpool, 
y fF) twenty vears ago. concluding that he could make money faster by trad- 
ing inhuman flesh, than by importing foreign merchandize, would 
Guild, equip, and send forth ships for the Afvican ceasf. These ships 
would carry desolation along a great extent of the shore, ‘They would 
promote petty wars, propagate barbarism, and sical, for every cargo, 
500 human beings from their homes, and their funilies, transport them 
across the ocean, anil seil them into hopeless bondage. In the passage, 
* BFS 150 or 200 would die from ill-treatment; from confinement in irons, in 
the naisome hold of a crowded ship, in a hot climate, without room 
enough te lie down on the hard planks.  [t may be assumed as a mod- 
erate estimate, that for every i00 slaves sold in the West Indies, at 
least 100 were killed in the petty wars in Africa, occasioned by the 
Slave-trade, or died on the passage; that ts, for every 100 stolen and 
sald another hundred were murdered. In the regular times of the 
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slave-trade, the average profit was never so great as 100 dollars, of 
stave sold; so that the price of one murder, and one instance of may. m 
stealing, was not more than 5100. At this rate, an expedition, whic}, 

perpetrated $00 murders and stole 500 human beings, would yield tie DRy st! 
preprietor a clear profit of only $30,000. in order to amass a fortune, D9 of 
or 100,000 pounds, it would be necessary to commit 4.440 murders, and Fm 
as many acts of man-stealing. All these marders would rest upon the Fy bi 
head of the projector, and would be perpetrated in the course of fiftee, P79 f% 

- 


or twenty years. About 150 such wholesate dealers would be neces. Fe ze 
sary to carry on the slave-trade of Mngland, as it existed twenty years 
ago. But the whole guilt of the business does not yet appear. Ve 
merchant, who contrives and executes the project, trains up his captains, 
clerks, and supercargoes, and hundreds of seamen, to this system of 
rapine and murder; he encourages and stimulates the negroes to vio. 

















Jencé and bloodshed; and thus makes several hundred murderers be. re 
sides himseif. Yet, if this same manu were to remove to any large mv 
town, in our country or any other, with his character and employment —) !! 
: perfectly well known, he would be received with great cordiality by PU) P* 
it ) multitudes. It would be stated, that » Esq. an opulent Liv. th 
ah} ; erpool merchant, had come to take up his residence there. He woul : B 
A | purchase a great house, keep his carriage, and be invited to innumer- By?" 
a able dinners, balls, and parties. He would easily sustain the reputa- a ct 
H tion of aman of honor, humanity, and benevolence. Compare the Ee sl 
AH ease of these pirates with his. They committed three murders to obtain F _ 
1 what appeared to them an immense fortune; he committed nearly nin Fy! 
| thousand murders and thefis to amass his wealth: they acted ona sud. Fy 
' den temptation; he went on ina long course of cool, calculating vil. By * 
Jany: they were poor, and felt the power of temptation to be rich FD 
ar : strongly; he begun rich, and might have remained so in other com. Ry 
i | merce: they were ignorant, and had small means of improvement; he 
q i was enlightened, and entertained large and comprchensive views: thcy QD 
iil! were young, inexperienced, and ardent; he was advancing fromthe JP , 
Hf | eare and judgment of middle age to the prudence and caution of declin- a € 
it ing years: they were abroad on the ocean, scarcely hearing of the FD \ 
Ab Gospel; he was in the midst of polished society, and had access to all FO « 
i | the means of grace. With the Bible inchis hands, and the profession FB ? 
° of Christianity on his lips, he sent forth his messengers of death tothe Fe . 
it ij helpless, unoffending multitudes of a distant continent; and, from the Fi , 
mere love of gain, kept his malignant schemes in operation, with the | 
| full knowledge that hundreds would be killed by violence, thousands { 
r perish in extreme and loathsome disease, and other thousands be en- } 
r slaved, sold, manacled, branded, whipped, and worked to death, for 
his personal aggrandizement. 
I have spoken of a Liverpool slave-trader. For the honor of our , 


country, | could wish that none of this class had been found in New 
England. Great fortunes have here been made in the same nefarious 
commerce; and yet the possessors are treated very much like other 
rich men. Within a few years, many vessels have been fitted out of 
our northern Atlantic ports, destined to carry on the same trade cjan- 
destinely, and under foreign colors, notwithstanding the laws of our 
own country agree with the laws of God in forbicding it. The bands 
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of free-men have been employed in forging hand-cuffs and other instru- 
ments of confinement and torture for the sons of Africa. 
Look at another class of sinners; the fomenters of war. See a 


of war, from motives of popularity, glory, or plunder; in a word, from 
mere selfishness. ‘Phat such cases have frequently existed, no man in 
his senses can doubt. See him put armies in motion, and destroy the 
tives and the happiness of millions. Yet, though his character is per- 
fectly understood, he is called a great diplomatist, or a great warrior. 
If he visits a foreign country, he is hailed as a distinguished guest, an 
jlustrious strangers his company is sought; his good opinion is court- 
ed; he is feasted, and followed, imitated and eulogized. What is highly 
esteemed among menis abomination in the sight of God. 

A picture of privateering might be drawn, which ought to make the 
reader stare with horror; and many other enormous crimes might be 
mentioned. L would rather, at the close, direct each person’s eyes to 
hisown heart. How many great, foolish, inexcusable sins has every 
person of adult years committed against God. How aggravated are 
the sins of well instructed persons in a Christian land. ‘The great 
Boerhaave, one of the ornaments of Europe, a man of genius, learn- 
ing. benevolence and piety. was accustomed to say, whenever he saw a 
criminal led forth to execution, «“Who can tell, that lam not, in the 
sight of God, a greater sinner than that man.” 

When we see a fellow-being.condemned to die, let us not suppose 
him the greatest of sinners; let us pray for the forgiveness of his sins 


and obtain deliverance from it by faith in the Redeemer. A. B. 
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” EXTRACT FROM DR. DWIGHT’S THEOLOGY. 


We are much afraid we shall not be able to present our readers with a review of this work, 
which shall in any degree correspond with the importance of the subject, or the merits of the 
execution. It will be with great reluctance, however, that we shall relinquish the Cesign. 
We now copy, as a specimen of the preacher’s noble manner of discoursing on some of the 
sublimest topies of revelation, the close of Sermon Ixxiv, which is on the nature of regener- 
ation. Inthe description of this great change, as being worthy of the Moly Spirit, he thus 
proceeds, speaking of the converted sinner: 


“Bur, when he becomes the subject of this great and happy change of 
character, all things connected with him are also changed. His unbe- 
lief, impenitence, hatred of God, rejection of Christ, and resistance to 
the Spirit of grace, he has voluntarily and ingenuously renounced, 
No more rebellious, impious, or ungrateful, he has assumed the amia- 
ble spirit of sabmission, repentance, confidences hope. gratitude, and 
love. The image of his Maker is instamped on his mind, and begins 
there to shine with moral and eternal beauty. The seeds of immortal- 
ity have there sprung up,as ina kindly soils and, warmed by the lile- 
giving beams of the Sun of Righteousness, and refreshed by the dewy 
influence of the Spirit of grace, rise, and bloom, and flourish, with in- 
creasing vigor. In him, sin, and the flesh, and the world daily decay, 
and daily announce their approaching dissolution: while the soul con- 
Civally assumes new life and virtue, and is animated with superior 
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former shall not be remembered, neither come into mind. But be ye glad, 
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and undying energy. He is now a joint heir with Christ, and the U 
destined inhabitant of heaven. ‘The gates of glory and happiness ayy | 
already opened to receive him; and the joy of saints and angels has 
been renewed over his repentance. All around him is peace: all he. 
fore him purity and transport. God is his Father; Christ his Rp. 
deemer; and the Spirit of truth lis Sanctifier. Heaven is his cteryy 
habitation: virtue is his immortal character; and seraphiim, and che. 
ubin, and all the children of light, are his companions forevey. 
Henceforth he becomes, of course, a rich blessing te the universe. Aj 
good beings, nay, God himself, will rejoice in him forever, as a valy. 
able accession to the great kingdom of righteousness, as a veal additiyy 
to the mass of created good, and as a humble, but faithful, and honor. 
able, instrument of the everlasting praise of heaven. He is a vessel of 
infinite mercy; an illustrious trophy of the cross; a gem in the crowy 
of glory, which adorns the Redeemer of mankind. 

“Of all these sublime attainments, these exalted blessings, regener. 
ation is the beginning. What, then, can be more worthy of the Spirit 
of truth? What effort in creation, what event in providence, j 1S more 
becoming his character? ‘The rise of an empire, the formation of a 
world, is a poor and humble display of infinite perfection, compared 
with the sanctification of an immortal mind. In the progress of eter. 
nity, one such mind will enjoy more good, exercise more virtue, ani 
display more excellency of character, than this great world of men lias 
ever enjoyed, exercised, or displayed. Accordingly, God himself di- 
vinely characterizes this illustrious work in the following magnificent 
terms. For behold I create new heavens, and a new earths and the 

















and rejoice forever, in that which I create: for behold! I create Jerusa- 
lem arejoicing, and my people a joy. Of such importance and glory is 
the new creation, or regeneration, of the soul of man, that, in compar- 
ison with it, the original formation of the heavens and the earth is, in 
the divine eye, unwortiy even of being remembered. It was, there- 
fore, a work proper for God the Father to contrive; for God the Son 
to procure even with his own death; and for God the Holy Spirit to 
accomplish, with his ife-giving and almighty power, in the souls of the 
guilty, ruined, and perishing children of dam. 
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WENTIETH ANNUAL NARRATIVE OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
OF CONNECTICUT, 1818. 


(Continued from fr. 96.) 


x Hudson, the Rev. William Hanford has the charge of a church and congre- 
ation. ‘Twenty-eight weeks were spent in missionary labors, and 164 sermons 
reached by him. He formed one church, and assisted in the discipline of 
nother; visited families, and administered the ordinances of baptism and the 
ord’s supper. The people of his charge have lately erected a house for the 
public worship of God. 

In Granville, the Rev. Timothy Harris has a pastoral charge. His missionary 
abors were near the central part of the State. In most of the settlements which 
e visited, the people gave serious attention to the word preached; and were 


anxious to enjoy the stated administration of the word and ordinances. In Ben- 
_yington, the special grace of God has been recently manifested, and some hope- 
' Sfully brought out of darkness into marvellous light. He spent a little more than 
411 weeks; preached 37 sermons; visited 116 families; and travelled 436 miles. 


THe has had the pleasure of seeing the work of the Lord prosper in his hands 


among his own people, of whom 20 have been made the hopeful subjects of 
wedivine grace. 


The Rev. Luther Humphrey’s fixed residence and pastoral charge are in Bur- 


/y ton. He spent 28 weeks in missionary labors; preached in 38 different towns; 


and distributed his labors in such manner as he judged would be most condu- 
cive to the prosperity of Zion. In s:me of these towns were refreshings from the 


presence of the Lord, and many were brought into the kingdom of Christ. The 
"people, in general, rejoiced to hear the preaching of the Gospel; and, in some 
y places, when they could not enjoy this privilege, they regularly assembled on the 
"Sabbath, for united and public worship. 


In Harpersfield the Rev. Jonathan Lesslie has a pastoral charge. He spent 


+10 weeks in the missionary service, and preached 36 sermons. He travelled 


over a great extent of the northern part of the State. West of the Cuvahoga, are 
settlemeits scattered on the Lake shore to the western boundary of the fire lands. 


) Back from the Lake, about five miles, is another string of settlements; and some 


) still further south to the line of New Connecticut. Most of the towns in Huron 


county have families in them. On Sandusky and Miami reserves, are consider- 


) adie settlements; and but one minister of the Gospel to teach them the way of 


lite. Sandusky is increasing in population; but the moral state of the people is 
/ wretched, and stil! more so is that of Miami. God’s holy day is scarcely known 


by many families, and of course is totally disregarded. Yet even in this place of 
moral darkness, there are two or three Christians, who frequently meet tor 
prayer. He was never so convinced of the importance of the preaching of the 
Gospel, for the present happiness of men, as during this tour. Heand Mr. Coe 
were appointed by the Grand River Presbytery, to visit the Wyandots, and Sen- 
ecas. A favorable door seems to be opening for their instruction.* 

lhe Rev. Amasa Loomis has been recently installed over the church and con- 


+ gregation in Painsville. He spent thirty-eight weeks in the employment of the 


Missionary Society. During this time he rode 1800 miles; preached 126 ser- 
mons; and assisted in forming two churches. He had the satisfaction to find some 
serious people in almost every place, and to see a general improvement in mor- 
als, and attention to the Lord’s day. Erroneous teachers had crept into some 


. : Another journal has been received from Mr, Lesslie, but too late for insertion in this 
~ arrative 
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! 
towns, but made no progress. There was no revival of religion, to any Consig.| 
erable extent, in those parts of the country which he visited; but there WEP son ' 
encouraging and refreshing prospects in Harrisville. 

The Rey. Caleb Pitkin is settled over the church and congregation in Charla, 
town. Intwelve weeks, which he spent in missionary labor, he had the Pleasup 
of wilnessing some hopeful conversions. In performing his tour, he rode ¢5 
miles; preached 65 sermons, and assisted in gathering two churches, _ 

In Aurora, the Rev. John Seward has a pastoral charge. His tour, of six weeksf — 
service, was towards the western boundary of the Reserve. Within the limits if 
the Reserve, he observes, twelve churches have been formed within ten mont) f 
And when churches are thus rising, it is painful to see them as sheep without, ,f 
shepherd. a 

The Rev. Abraham Scott has a pastoral charge in Steubenville, Jefferso}- 
county. His missionary labors were performed in several counties, and the ternp> 
of his mission was eighteen weeks. He preached 74 sermons; visited 50 fam; 
lies; and rode upwards of 900 miles. 

In many towns, which he visited, the inhabitants are regular in their morals 
and a considerable number of them religiously influenced. Many of them are 
from respectable congregations, where they had enjoyed the stated preaching g 
the Gospel. In a number of settlements, the people have formed themselves inty 
congregations, and some into praying societies. ‘hey earnestly desire to enjoy the 
stated administration of the Gospel and its ordinances; and are particularly 
anxious and distressed on account of the rising generation. Other parts of th: 
country, which he visited, are not only destitute, but have no desire to enjoy Go: 
pel institutions; and appear insensible of their hopeless and deplorable condition 
withoutthem. This was particularly the case in Munroe county. Not a regular 
society was formed, or likely to be formed soon. ‘The people made no distinction 
between the Sabbath and other days. But notwithstanding this indifference, they 
generally attended on the preaching of the Gospel, which they sumetimes en- 
joyed by M ssionaries. 

In some places there has lately been an increased attention, and many are con- 
vinced of the importance of religious order. He thinks missionaries are much 
needed in this section of the country. 

‘The Rev. Matthew ‘Taylor spent thirty-two weeks in vacant settlements, and BR the 
preached 94 sermons. ‘lhough there were no revivals of religion, within the Z cre 


compass of his labors, there were many pleasing appearances, and greater en- co} 
couragement than there had heretofore been. So anxious were the people to hear FB ge 
the word, that some travelled from 8 to 12 miles for that purpose. & nit 

The Rev. Joseph Treat hasa pastoral charge in Sharon. The term of his RB se 
mission was sixteen weeks, in which time he rode 880 miles; preached 80 ser- & © wi. 
mons; visiied 46 families; and assisted in forming 2 churches. Several towns in J © jja 
Medina county have been lately visited with the special influences of the Holy FB th 
Spirit, and some precious souls brought to bow to the sceptre of Christ.* Bex 

The Rev. William Williams spent twenty-three weeks in the missionary ser- FB “z 
vice. He travelled almost 2000 miles; preached 172 sermons; visited 230fam- F | O 
ilies, and 11 schools, and formed 3 churches. Dm lie 

The pastoral charge of the Rev. Simeon Woodruff is in Tallmadge. Heem- — © re 
ployed six weeks in the service of the Missionary Society, and preached 24 ser- F © w 
mons.—In addition to this he preached 10 Sabbaths in neighboring towns. Part Fy B 
of his labors were in Ravenna. ‘Lhe siate of society here, he thinks, is much im- § ® ¢) 
proved. The people meet statedly on the Sabbath for social worship; and the # & hi 
prospect is favorable, that a church and Society will soon be formed in this lace. F % p. 
In Portage, he also preached in a part of the town where there had never been F @ ri 
preaching before. Here he was encouraged to hope a church and society would F 7 H 
soon be formed. In general the people were very attentive to hearing the wore. | a 

The Rev. Nathan B. Derrow was employed thirty weeks in Ohio and Indiaxa. J] n 
During this period he travelled 2730 miles, and preached 116 sermons. He J] 1 
assisted in the formation of a Bible Society, and was instrumental of establishing F | f. 


several Biole classes. He observed that as the numbcr of ministers of the 
Gospel increased, there was an increased attention to Gospel ordinances. 


* Further communications have been received from Mr. Treat, but too late to be here Fo 
noticed, 
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The Rev. Orin. Fowler received an appointment for a year as a Missionary to 
ne state of Indiana. He was ordained for this purpose, at Farmington, in June 

st, by the North Association of Hartford county, and immediately set off on his 
His travels were by the way of Buffalo to the Connecticut Reserve. 








ourney- ~—_ ; 
- yn his journey, he preached and visited as occasion offered,——In about six months 
© 65 e travelled 2183 miles; preached 129 sermons; visited 215 families; and admit- 


ed 59 persons to the privilege of church membership. His circuit included ten 
ounues, in the middle and eastern parts of the state, uatil about the 12th of No- 
ember, when he turned his course towards the Wabash, where he expected to 
ontinue two or three months, and then to return to the field which he had beiore 


pccupied. + ; 
Iu every direction the people were anxious to hear the word preached. 









TS0n hough he preached almost every day, and conversed constantly in families, 
an ithout giving himself time to study scarce an hour, yet he was able to supply 


hut few of the pressing invitations. Many of his hearers of both sexes travelled 
hrough the woods eight, ten, fifteen, and some twenty miles on purpose to hear 










als, preaching. So urgent were the people from all quarters, chat when he last wrote, 
d are e had made appointments for seven weeks forward, in nearly as many different 
ag of ounties; and also made arrangements to administer the sacrament three times, 
Ita and to form two churches within the same period. He made it his constant 





“Ypractice to visit families, converse and pray with them. This he thought the 
Omost effectual kind of preaching in that country. 
+ The anxiety of the people to see more missionaries was surprisingly great. He 





Lo. }was often desired tu thank the Missionary Society, and to request that more mis- 
_— sionaries might be sent.—W hile their trials and difficuities in the wilderness must 
wat B She necessarily great, the prospect of usefulness 1s bright. He had taken a cir- 


"cuit of sixty miles, and had already seen the good fruit of his labors. The peo- 
pie have been in that country for so short a time, and are in so low circumstances, 
 }that the most to be done, for years to come, must be done by missionaries. 
-~ ‘The Missouri Territory has opened a vast field for tpissionary labor. ‘The Rev. 
Timothy Flint was stationed at St. Charles, on the Missouri river, and labored in 
uch t adjacent towns. He also aided Green’s Bottom, a new settlement ten miles 
yabove St. Charles, to his missionary station. He was not however confined to 
these stations, butitinerated up the Missouri and the Mississippi, and frequently 
Ps crossed these rivers, and preached every opportunity when the people coutd be 
“is @ collected. The situation of tie people where he travelled, he represents as being 
wat — generally deplorable. Many of them live and die without any thought of eter- 
nity. So engaged are they in making new settlements in the woods, that they 


his HB seem disposed to regard nothing besides. But with réspect to many it is other- 


“T & « wise.—TPhey are willing to hear instruction from God’s word. He took a pecu- 
t _ har satisfaction in Cistributing the Bible; and in seeing, in bis extensive circuits, 
: ; 


“YB | the Bibles which he had distributed, and in hearing from the people their cordial 
_ expressions of gratitude to the benevolent donors. ‘*‘I could give,” he observes, 


“fF | “a thousand details of the evident good resulting from this blessed charity.” 
m — One striking instance he mentions of a young man, the son of a hardened unbe- 

' lever, and a champion among that class of men. He had received a Bible, had 
m™ — — read init, and from reading it was persuaded that it was his duty to attend public 
‘| | Worship. His father was angry, and gave him his choice either to give up his 
awe Bible and public worship, or leave his house. ‘The father was very wealthy, and 
“ es young man just married and unprovided for, but he chose the latter, He left 
lis father’s house, and was under the necessity of making great exertions to sup- 


on, port his family; and declared that he was determined to cling to his Bible at the 
i oo risk of all Consequences. Mr. Flint took many of his missionary tours on foot. 
a He travelled 80 miles in a week; crossed the Missourt 16 times in seven weeks, 
7 and sometimes when the crossing Was very hazardous, He assisted in the instal- 
1, i of the first Protestant minister that has been known to be settled west of the 
ig Po fy, ‘SSiSsIppl, and north of the Arkansas. In his excursions he saw many families 
7 trom Connecticut; and things appeared more encouraging than in any part of the 
— Country he had seen. 

3 Phe Rev. Salmon Giddings is stationed at St. Louis, Missouri; but makes fre- 
ve J) Wen: excursions into the country to preach the Gospel, and has formed several 

. churches, In Belleview js a church which he was instrumental of gathering. In 
C.urning tothis place, after a year’s absence, he was received with the highest 
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expressions of esteem and joy.—The church had increased in numbers, and». 
tained its purity. Christian professors honored their profession, He also Path, 
ered a church at Richwood. When he first visited this place the people w.,, 
opposed to Gospel institutions; but they soon became friendly to Gospel orde, 
and ready to subscribe liberally for its support. 

In various places he preached to attentive audiences. His tour through th, 
country was greatly encouraging. (God appeared to be silently working on ¢j, 
hearts of the people. There was an increasing attention to divine things, and a 
earnest desire to enjoy the means of grace. 

In a letter of late date, he says, he had preached regularly at St. Louis sing, 
his preceding communication, except that, every fourth Sabbath in each Month, 
he preached in the country. He had instituted a Sabbath school im St. Louis 
which was well attended, and he preached a lecture every Sabbath and Frida 
evening. There appeared a more than usual attention to the things of religion, 
A number were deepiy distressed on account of their sins, and some were rejoic. 
ing in hope that thev had met with a saving change. The people were about t 
erect a house for the phblic worship of God. 

The prospect of good in that country, arising from missionary labors, be thinks 
is daily increasing, as is the call for more missionaries. God has not suffered the 
labor which has been bestowed on his vineyard to be in vain. The fruits of it are 
already seen; and ‘tmay we not hope they wwiil continue, spring up, and ripen for 
years tocome? People in the country are surprised at the alteration in St. Louis 
Within two years; and alterations for the better are visible in almost every place 
where missionary labors have been bestowed” Seven churches are already 
formed in tinat region.—One of them has a pastor, and another a minister resid: 
ing among them, The remaining five are dependent altogether on missionaries 
for a supply. ‘The two most distant from each other are not Jess than 140 miks 
apart. ‘These destitute churches,” says Mr. Giddings, “tare calling on me for 
preaching, and consider themselves as under my pastoral care. I can feel fir 
them, and pray for them, and that is the most that 1 can do for some of them.” 

The Rev. Elias Cornelius was appointed, bv the board of Trustees, a mission- 
ary to the city of New Orieans. On his way to that place he performed mission- 
ary duties, and arrived there Dec. 30, 1817, after a journey of 3000 miles. This 
City contains 30,000 inhabitants, and has but one Protestant minister. ‘The pop- 
ulation chiefly consists of French, who seem to have no idea of the sanctity of the 
Sabbath. The day is devoted to business and pleasure. ‘There are thousandsci 
English and Americans there; and the number is annually increasing. The 
pious, of different denominations, had long been waiting for some one to break to 
them the bread of life. And, forgetting the peculiarities of party, were ready to 
rally around any evangelical minister of Christ, and lend him their support and 
prayers. “Hence,” says Mr. Cornelius, ‘they received me with joy and grat 
tude, and flocked together to hear me preach; and never was I more gratified 
with the attention of any people. ‘Lhe utmost order and solemnity were observ: 
ed, and not untrequently the silent tear evinced that some hearts, at least, could 
feel.” 

He was treated with great kindness and hospitality; and was instrumental o! 
forming a regular church and congregation, which have obtained an act of incor- 
poration from the Legislature. By these he was earnestly importuned to tarty, 
and take the pastoral oversight of them. This he felt himself under a necessity 
of declining, and directed their attention to Mr. Larned, who was soon expected 
in the city, acting under a commission from the General Assembly of the Pres 
byterian church. 

Mr. Cornelius preached statedly and frequently to the people previous to the 
arrival of Mr. Larned, which was nearly twomonths, After this, and about five 
weeks previous to his departure, he turned his attention more particularly to 
other parts of the city; and preached in the hospitals, in the jail, to seamen, aud 
to acongregation of 200 Africans. 

His visits to the hospitals were frequent, and deeply interesting. Here were 
people huddled together of all descriptions, and attended with various diseases: 
‘Lo the sick and dying, Mr. Cornelius was a counsellor, a comforter, and ir 
quently with bis own hands administered both clothing and nourishment to their 
bodies. ‘hrough his influence, the internal regulations of the hospitals wet? 
consilerably improved, and the condition of the sick greatly ameliorated. 
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From the sick, the dying, and condemned, he turned his attention to seamen. 
He preached in a ship, which was lying in the harbor, to as many as could be col- 
lected, the cabin of which was filled with sea captains; and he had the pleasure 
to find the assembly attentive, solemn, and affected. And his congregations of 
Africans were no less solemn and attentive under the preaching of the Gospel. 
’ The various scenes through which Mr. Cornelius passed, in the discharge of 
his laborious duties, were of the most affecting kind; but he had the satisfaction 
of being hopefully the instrument of much good both to the souls and bodies of his 
fellow men. 

The arrival of Mr. Larned was an occasion of great joy tothe friends of reli- 
gion. His labors were highly acceptable; and the church and congregation har- 
moniously invited him to settle with them in the Gospel ministry. This invita- 
tion he accepted; and a house for the worship of God is soon to be erected. 

On the whole, Mr. Cornelius thinks the moral state of the city is improving, 
and that the cause of religion is rising.—The monthly prayer meeting is attended 
with increasing interest; a Sabbath school is established; a Female Praying So- 
cicty; 4 Female Orphan Society; a Bible Society; and increasing exertions are 
making to replenish its treasury. A Female Domestic Society has also been 
recently instituted, the object of which is to procure a well qualified minister to 
labor among the poor and sick, in the jails and hospitals. 

The Rev. Samuel Royce was appointed a missionary to the State of Louisiana. 
He is stationed at Alexandria, which is situated on Ked River, at the head of 
steam boat navigation. This river is about 100 miles above New Orleans, ana 
empties into the Mississippi from the west. Here he has spent the most of his 
time, and has accepted an invitation to settle in the Gospel ministry. 

On his journey to this place, he preached much to destitute congregations. He 
crossed the Mississippi at Baton Rouge, and since that time, he observes, he has 
been on ground never before trodden by a Protestant minister, except a few who 
were very illiterate. He made excursions intothe country to preach, and visited 
Natchitoches, which is 80 miles above Alexandria onthe sameriver. The inhab- 
itants of this place are a mixture of Americans, French, Spaniards, Indians, and 
Negroes. The language of these is mixed in all possible proportions. 

A woinan, who was brought up in New Englaud, and who had been some years 
in this place, was informed that there was a minister in town; she sprang from 
her seat, Clasped her hands, and said she had not heard so good news siuce she 
had been in that country. 

Many of the people were desirous of settling a minister, and expressed their 
regret that he was engaged. Numbers of his hearers, in this place, had never 
heard a sermon except trom a Roman Catholic; and had never before seen the 
face of a Protestant clergyman. Yet they did not know that greater religious 
privileges were enjoyed any where, than what they enjoyed. Some, however, 
were sensible that they were perishing for lack of knowledge. He was frequentiy 
asaed, Why no minister was ever before sent into that country, and whether it is 
probable that any others will be sent. 

lnhdelity bas spread wide its baneful influences. A great cause of this is, that 
there have been no ministers of the Gospel there, for whose talents and learning 
the people had any respect. Yet there are a few pious people scattered through 
the Country, some of whom have been long separated from rcligious socicty. 
When he met with such, their countenances and tears, more than words, ex- 
pressed emotions easier to imagine than describe. 

His mission has gladdened the hearts and encouraged the hopes of God’s chil- 
dren; and some have been brought to think seriously of religion, who had neg- 
lected it before. 


The Trustees have now exhibited a summary of the labors of those who have 
been employed under their direction. It is but a general view which they can 
exhibit on this subject, for it would require volumes to enter on a particular de- 
tail. ‘Phe missionaries, who have been employed, appear to have been faithtul 
and persevering, in the great and important duties devolving upon them; and 
their labors have been attended with as great success as we had any reason to 
expect. The harvesttruly is plenteous, and the Inhorers few. In order to pro- 
portion their labors, they must give to each but little. But that little is all im- 
portant, and has been instrumental of producing Gospel order, of advancing the 
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mora] and civil interests of the people, of establishing churches, of Convertir 

many souls, and of comforting the hearts of God’s dear children. In every place, 
where missionaries have gone, they have been jov fully received, and hospitably 
entertained; and in almost every letter, the thanks of the people are presented 
to those whose liberality has enabled the Trustees to send missionaries, to feed 
their souls with the bread of life. 

In the foregoing Narrative, particulars respecting the administration of the 
ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s supper, and visiting families and schools, 
are generally omitted, for the sake of brevity, and to avoid repetition. 

Brethren, the time is come when the Lord’s house must be built; and in order 
to do this, much expense must be incurred, and who is there who does not wish 
to share in the honor and blessedness of this work? Itis presumed that none 
have been the poorer for all they have given for this purpose; yea. that they have 
had greater prosperity, for there is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there 
is that withholdeth more than is meet, and it tendeth to fioverty. But even if the 
reverse were the truth, who would not cheerfully make some sacrifices to accom- 
plish this glorious work? Think of the multitudes scattered in the wilderness, 
and perishiag i in ignorance; and their children growing up without instruction in 
the most important knowledge; and you must be sensible of the necessity, not only 
of continuing, but increasing vour donations. The country is rapidly settling, 
and an increased number of missionaries is necessary to do the work, which : a 
stmoall number could a few years ago have done. ‘The constant cry 1s, ‘Send us 
more missionaries.” The Trustees would rejoice to send them; but they must 
have your permission; you must give an increase of means. In former years, 
they have gone to the full extent of their funds, and in some have anticipated your 
bounty; and the year past, they expended nearly a thousand dollars more than 
their income. What you give to build up Zion is but lending to the Lord. It is 
Jaying up an inheritance for your children which they cannot waste. Be not 
weary then in well doing, for in due season ye shall reap ifye faint not. 

With your charities, let your prayers daily ascend up to God, that he would 
accompany the labors of missionaries with more abundant success; and that all 
exertions to spread the knowledge ef the great Redeemer may be abundantly 
succeeded, until from the rising of the sun, to the going down of the same 
his name shall be great among the Gentiles, and in every pfilace incense shull 
be offered to him, and a fiure offering. 

JONATHAN Brack, Chairman. 

Passed by the Board of Trustees, Jan. 13, 1819. 


Attest, ABEL FLINT, Secretary. 


PECUNIARY ACCOUNTS OF THE 60CIETY. 








Pecetpts. 
Amount of the contribution in May, 1818, through the state, ° $5,213 24 
(Contributions of 1817, received since Jan. 1818, - . « Q2 27 
Contributed in the New Settlements, - - . : 456 96 
Donations from several sources, viz. 
From Benjamin Beecher, Cheshire, ° > ‘ e 150 00 
Rev. Joseph Bullen, Mississippi, - - - ° - 100 Ov 
A friend of missions, : . e ‘ “ 100 OU 
From three charitable societies of females, and nine other individuals, 223 06 
4,335 53 
Interest on Notes, Bonds, and Bank Stock, . - - - 1,929 93 
$6,265 46 
Expenditures. 
Payments to 59 missionaries for their services during the year, : $6,662 17 
Various coutingent expenses durmg the year, - - - 582 40 
The Society has on hand, all belonging to the permanent fand, - + $31,111 75 


‘The Society has sent the New Settlements books to the foll lowing amount during the year, 
viz. 71 hound volu:nes, 1942 Serinons, Magazines, Tracts, and other Pamphlets. 

Ata mecting of the Frusteesin Jan. 1819, the »y voted thanks to the several charitable soa- 
eties and the iudividuals, who have made donations, either in money er books. 
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1919, Donations to the American Board of Commissioners. 
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TO THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS, 
RECEIVED DURING THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 1819. 


Aeworth, N. H. Contribution in the cangregttion of the Rev. Phineas 


Cooke, by Mr. Beckwith, - - B2¢ 40 
Alstead, N. H. The Soe. for edu. hea. ‘thildren, by Mr. Benton, 16 00 
Baliston, N. Y. Fem. Heath. School Soe. for the child named Dayip 

BnarNverD, 2d payment, ° 30 00 
Ballston, Spa, N. ¥. By the ev, Levi Parsons, an agent of the Board, 

from the following individuals, viz. 

From Ephraim White, $5; Joshua B. Aldridge, $5, 10 6O 

Thomas Palmer, Maria Wendell, 45 each, - - 10 00 

David Corey, F. M’Brain, Elijah "Page, $2 each, - - 6 00 

Mrs. C. Corey, $2; Moses Williaras, $4, - - 6 00 

Rev. J. Perry, Rev. R. Sears, Eli Barnum, $1 each, : S 00 

U. F. Doableday, Mrs. E. Smith, a female friend of missions, 

St each, - - - - - - 3 00 

G. Lockwood, W. Clark, 50 ets. each, - - - 1 00——39 00 
Barnet, Ver. From an aged woman, half for missions and half for 

translations, - - - - - - - 80 00 
Bath and vicinity, Me. Foreign Miss. Soc. by Mr. Jonathan Hyde, 

Treas. - 100 00 
Bolton, Warren Co. N Y. Pes. Cent Soc., ‘by Mary Archibald, 12 00 
Boston, Monthly concert of the Old South and Park Street churches, for 

the mission to Jerusalem, - - - - - 40 67 
Bradford, Mass. Gentlemen’s Assoc. in the Ist ”~ ish, for ed. heath. 

children, by Mr. Jesse Kimball, Treas. - - 14 25 
Braintree, Mass. Ladies, for the ed. of the child pamed RicwarpD 

Satter Strorrs, 2d payment, by Mrs. B. Hooker, - - 50 00 
Brandon, Ver. Sov. of temales, for the support of schools among the 

heathen, by the Rev. Ebenezer Hebard, - - - - 10 00 
Bridgeport, Con. Contribution in the Rev. Mr. Waterman’s chureh, 

for the mission to Jerusalem, by W. ‘Thurston, Esq. - - 5 00 
Bridgewater, Ms. A female friend. of missions, for the missionary 

chapel at Bombay, by the Rev. Daniel Huntington, - - 12 00 
Brunswick, Me. Fem. Juvenile Soc. for ed. heathen youth, by the 

- Dr, Appleton, - - . - - - 12 00 

Collections at the prayer meetings of the church in do. for missions, 25 42 
Buxton, Me. Female Cent Society, by the Rev. Levi Loring, : 6 83 
Cazenovia, N. Y. Mrs. Burnell, for the edneation of a female child 

in Ceylon, to be called CuarLoTTs BURNELL, in memory of a de- 

ceased daughter, - - - - - - 12 V0 

John Calvin Burnell, a little boy, rewards for learning 
hymns, &e, a - e - 1 00—--13 00 
A charity box kept in the first Presby terian church, by Gen. John 

Lincklaen, . - - 4 44 
Charleston, S.C. Mr. W iiliem Cl: mrhenn, by the Rev. ‘Dr. Palmer, 50 00 
Cluremont, N. H. From young ladies remitted to the Rev. Dr. Morse, 

by Laura Parmelee, “ - $ 40 
Conway, Ms. The Young Men’s ‘Char. Soe. for the Cherokee Indians, 

and adjacent tribes, by Mr. Joseph Avery, Treas. - - 7 50 
Danby, N.Y. Fem. Cent Soe., by Jerusha Parker, Treas. for missions 

to the Indians, . - - - - 20 00 
Eust Hampton, L. Ist. Fem. Society i in aid of foreign missions, by the 

Rey. Ebenzer Philips, - - - - - 15 00 
East Tennessee, From children of Col. Campbell, - - : 1 30 
Epsom, N. H. a yong me for the mission at Brainerd, by Miss 

Kimball, - 5U 
Frank lin, Co, Ms. Auxiliary For. Miss. Society, by Jerome Ripley, 

Esq. ‘Treas. ~ 150 00 


"rea (State of.) From the following sources by the Rev. Pliny 
isk, viz. 


Contribution j in Medway, - - - . 119 50 

Females at White Bluff, for a child to be named Tuomas 
GovuLpINe, Ist annnal pay ment, ° . . 30 60 
Contribution. at St. Mary’s, . : : - 35 00 
From Mr. B. Atkinson, - - - - 10 00 
Contribution at Darien, . - m - - 132 37 
do. at Llarvis’ Neck, . . - 35 U8 


Total. 
50 29 
60 00 


767 Ot 
24 G0 


158 04 


60 00 
45 25 


70 77 
56 


989 00 
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ort iad 7 
From individuals in and near Sunbury, = - - - 11 00 Total, 
Collection at Bryan, of which $27 were a by she, 62 00 E 
Mr. Olcott of Goshen, a - 3 00—-437 87 = 
Grafton, Co. N.H. The Charitable Society, of which 418 are for the ey 
education of heathen children, by J, B. Wheeler, Esq. Treas. 40 00 
Grafton, Ver. Collections at the monthly coucert in the chur ch, for | 
missions among the American Aborigines, - 11 00 as 
The Or phan” s Friend Soc., by sheen d Hall, Tress. fer or phan chil- - % 
dren at Bombay. - 7 04 1204 Be 
Greenfield, Saratoga Co. N. Y. ‘Fem. Cent Soc, bad Mehetabel Wil- , 
liams, Treas. - 4 00 
Hampton, N. H. Contribution for the Cherokee mission, by the Rev. & 
J. Webster, - - - . - - - 13 00 “ 
Hil’sborough Co. N. H. Bible and Charitable Soc., by Mr. Richard = 
Boviston, Treas. viz. 
for missions, - - - - - 13 50 o: 
for the school fund, - - - - ° lL 50—--15 00 125 12 e 
Lebunon, Con. Kem. Bible Soc. for printing the Bible in languages of ae 
the heathen, by the Rev C. B. Everest, - - - - 12 90 x & 
Litchfield Co, Con. Foreign Miss. Society, by the Hon. Benjamin &§ 
Tallmadge, Treas.* ° - o 1,167 75 7,200 15 Fe 
Longmeaduw, Ms. The Western Mission Soc. of Young Men, by the a 
Rev. R. S. Storrs, . . . ° 17 CO es 
Lunn, Ms. Female Assoc. for aSeeneng heathen children, by Bally a 
‘Newell, Treas. - - - - . 33 00 97 78 
Children j in a Sabbath School in do. - - - - 40 4 
A charity box indo. — - - - ° - . 3 00 4 
i H Marblehead, Ms. ‘The Association in the Rev. Mr. Dana’s congrega- = 
\ | tion for edu. heathen children, . ° m ° e 26 00 160 06 4 
th i" Contributions in the mouthly concert in the same congregation, 12 00 
Hl i Marcellus, N. Y. Fem. Char. Soc., by the Rev. Levi Parsons, 17 00 a7 
H Martha Lewis, for the foreign mission mee. - . 1 OV - 
} , A friend, a small balance, ° 60 i 
| New Marlboro’, Ms. he Fem. Cent Soc. in the south parish, by gee 
Ruth Canfield, Treas. . e ™ e ‘ 12 34 47 64 ? 
ly ‘ New York. The Society for the sid of Foreign and Domestic Mis- ee 
sions, by Rebecca Leggett, Treas. . - - . - 160 OU 1,484 71 a 
“4 Ne wark, 'N. J. From M. Lyon, Secretary of Sabbath school teach- Ea j 
| ers in the Ist Presbyterian church, for the education of a boy in Cey- q 
| lon, to be named James Kicuaxns, and a girl to be named Susanna Ff 
; 1 ANTHONY, © - - ° e ‘ © - 95 00 % 
i Ht Newbury, Ver. Peter Burbank Esq. by the Hon. C. Marsh, . 5 00 ae 
| Newbury, Ms. The Male Assoc. in the 3d parish, for edu. heathen a 
{ children, by Dea. John Osgood, - - . - . 28 36 45 17 } 
i} , From contribution, - 7 45 i 
Hy The Fem. Assoc. for ed. heath. ‘children, by Mrs. r. Bailey, re- Jy 
mitted by Mr. Cornelius, - ° " : 20 68 60 47 : 
Newburyport, Ms. Louisa Margaret Taft, a little girl, for heath. chil. 1 07 2 | 
, ‘The monthly concert in the Ist Presbyterian anh by the Rey. a 
Dr. Dana. 20 20 a 
Northampton, Ms. The weekly conferenee, by Dea. E. s. Phelps, 6 OU 5544 Fo 
' An a n female, by the same hand, e 5 0O a. 
Pelham, “N. H. A charity box, in the honse of the Rev. J. H. Le 
Church, for the Cherokee mission, - - 2 12 ia 
Pliinfield, N.H. A charity box kept by the ~— David Dickenson, 
for-foreign miss. $3 80, for domestic 50 cts., for ed. heath. chil. $2 10. 6 40 
Portland, Me. The Fem. Juvenile Benevolent Society, by Clarissa E. 
Folsom, Corres. See. for the school at Brainerd, - - 40 00 
Puwnal, Me. A contribution in the congr egational society on thanksgiv- 
ing day, by the Rev. Perez Chapi ny - - - - 16 75 
Rewiley, Ms. The Gentlemen’ s and Ladies’ Assoc. in the first parish 
for edu. a child in Mr. Newell’s family at Bombay, named Ezexrer q 
Roexrrs, the 2d payment, by Joshua Jewett, Esq. - SU 00 3 
For eda, other heathen childr en, - - - 8 50U—--58 50 115 88 : 
* Of this sum, the following appropriations were made by the donors: viz. F 
For edu. heath. children at Bombay, - - 262 12 “g 
: For the American Indians, - e . a 79 38 . 
\i For the school at Cornwall, ° - ° $ 00 sg 
i T Of this sum $5 were enclosed in a paper with the following directiong e 


“To Foreign inissions 44; to Domestic do. $1? 








al, 








$19. Notice to Donors. 29 
—Bealem, Ms. and vicinity. For. Miss. Society, by Mr. Eliphalet Kim- ‘ Total. 
3 ball, Treas. - ’ ° i @ = ° o ‘ 278 28 1,361 17 
a iwich, Ms. A charity box kept by Mrs. Hunn, for ed. heath. chil. 5 00 
Wi-henectady, N ¥. Contribution in the Dutch Reformed: chureh, by 

; F che Rev. Levi Parsons, - - - - 36 64 
From the Rev. Dr. Nott, - - - - 10 00—--46 64 
Wishuvon, Ver. A society of feraales, by Mr. May, - - 14 00 28 90 
2 Bier lings ‘tgs. The Fem. For. Mission Soc., by Mrs, Jane Holeomb, 
Z Treasurer, .. 7 er hs Ti * bi 9 78 
My yectford, Ver. The Edu. and For. Mission Society, by Mr. Simeon 
. Short, Treas. - - - - - - - 13 00 26 Ov 
3 From children in Sabbath schools, by the Rey. Dr. Burton, - $ 16 
Wroy, N.Y. From the following individuals for the mission to Judea, 
| py the Rev. Levi Parsons, 
~* Gurdon Corning, $25; Dr Eli Burditt, $25, . 50 00 
© Philip Hart and Sons, $20; Dr. M. J. Lyman, $10, 30 00 
Joseph Russell, $10; Jedidiah Tracy, B10, - : 20 00 
> D. Lane, $6; Aaron Lane, $5; Dr. H. Eldvidge, $5, 16 60 
~ J. and A. Hall, a friend of missions, Rufus Richards, $5 each, 15 00 
- D. Buell, jun. James Daloby, Thomas Shelding, $5 each, 15 00 
> Gen. D. Thomas, $5; W. Weed, $3; Isaae Brinkerhoof, $5, 13 00 
> As» Ketlogg, jun. Benj. Gilbert, M. Seymour, $3 each, 9 00 
28 Several donations, - ~ - - - 17 12 
~ William Rockwell, Thomas Turner, Platt Titus, $3 each, 9 00 

Ss V.R. Schuyler, Mr. Prescott, Benj. Pierce, $2 each, 6 00 

J. Chichester, Joshua D. Sheiden, J. and A. Raymond, $2 each, 6 00 
' S. Ross, $1 50; G. Buckingham, $1; Rev. F. Wayland, $2, 4 50 

' H.N. Lockwood, John Kimball, ©. Pierce, $1 each, 3 00 
~ Henry Mallory, 8S. Eldridge, O. Rice, $t euch, $8 00 
4 Several young gentieinen, - - - - 48 00 
~ Several ladies, - - - - - 48 50—313 12 
© Tunbridge, Ver. From acharity box, kept by Rev. Jacob Allen, 2 60 
Underhill, Ver. The Assoc. for edu. heathen children, by the Rey. 
~ Nathaniel B. Dodge, Treas. - . - . ° 13 00 
a The Assoc. of Females, by Mrs. Sally Dodge, Treas. - - 10 WO 
| Uxbridge, Ms. The Gentlemen’s Edu. Soc., by the Rev. 8S. Judson, 7 00 
3 A Lady for eda. heathen children, - - - 1 00 
Children in one of the classes of the Sabbath school, 50——-8 50 
Warren, Me. Avails of a charity box for edu. heathen children, 1 60 
A knitting society of young ladies, for Indian children, 2 00 -3 60 
| Weathersfield, Ver. Young Gentlemeu’s Society for edu. heathen 

children, by Mr. John Fellows, - . - - 8 Ov 37 8+ 
ed Sundry persons for missions, by Dea. Coolidge, — - : - 1 00 

| Westborough, Ms. From Miss Philomela Miller, for the edu. of a 

- child in Ceylon, to be named Ropotpuus MI ter, Ist payment, 12 00 

| Westminster. From children in Miss Anna Goodale’s school, - 1 Si 

| Windham Co.Cou. The For. Miss. Soc., by the Rev. Cornelius B. 

» Everest, Treas. - - ° - - - - 75 00 505 O00 

Winthop, Me. The monthly concert of prayer, - - - 6 00 

| Wiscasset and vicinitu, Me. ‘The For. Miss. Soc., by Warren Rice, 

| Esq. Treas., of which 50 are appropriated to the western mission, 
~ _and $50 to the general objects of the Board, : : - 169 GO = $50 00 
 Woodstack, Ver. A friend to missions, - . - - 5 00 





Children at a school in S. 


: - - - - - 1 


a Avails of trinkets received in donation, : . 


Yotal of donations received in Febsuary, 93,876 29. 
_ _ The collection at the monthly concert, Boston, includes $5 committed to 
© Dwight by alady. 


NOTICE TO DONORS. 


00 
86 


the Rev. M ~ 


m in consequence of applications from donors, it is necessary to say, that donations through the 


“a4 
i 
a. 


» channel of auxiliary societies,are acknowledged by the officers of those societies to the donors di- 
rectly; but that we have it not in our power to give any thing more than a general acknowledg- 


7 ment of the sums received from such societies. The particulars are not communicated to us; and 
_ it they were universally communicated, our limits would not permit their insertion. In some 


instances, however, we have for special reasons inserted some explanation of 


the remittan- 


> ces trom large societies,by way of note. Donors will therefore look to those societies, to which 


tl 


¥ | cy make payment, for the evidence that their donations have been received, and applied. 


he Boston Foreign Mission Society, for instance, has its pecuniary accounts annually audited: 


Vou. XY. 
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Its payments into the ‘Treasury of the Board are made in considerable sums; but 
ticular donations to the auxiliary society are acknowledged only in receipts to the re 
donors. 

Inquiries have repeatedly beefi made respecting the proper kinds of clothing for Cherok 
and Choctaw children, in the schools of the Board in those nations. We know no; . 
more precise general directions can be given, than were given in the Panoplist for Ayo, 
last. \\e quote a sentence: “Garments mace of plain durable cloth, and suited either fy 
summer or winter, and for children of both sexes, from the age of 6 or 7 to that of 16, wil 
be acceptable and useful.” It is hardly necessary to add, that in summer such clothes an 
worn as are common in hot weather in New England; and that the winter months, at 4,0 
Cherokee and Choctaw stations, occasionally resemble our October, November, Decetaber * 
April and May. Of course, any kind of plain homespun or imported linen, coito, .E- 
woolen garments will be conveniently ased. If such articles are left with Mr. Arnst 
No. 50, Cornhill, Boston, Mr. Sayre, bo-k-seller, Wall street, N. Y. or Robert Ralston 
Philadelphia, they will be carefully forwarded. 





the pap <4 
SPpective Re 
















D, Or 
rong, . 
» Esy, ae 








MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES, RELATIVE TO THE CAUSE OF RELIGi0y 4 
AND OF MISSIONS. % 






A GENTLEMAN writes to us from the interior of Pennsylvania, as follows: “Ws 
are in a benighted quarter of the United States. The Ladies’ Society of thi 
place is the first formed for such a purpose. [the purpose of missions,] withiy 
many miles, Could you see the Change wrought in the minds of many, on mis 
Sionary subjects, within the two years past, you would discover the manifestation 
of the love and power of Ged in a signal degree. ‘T'wo years ago scarcely: 
religious publication had ever been known here.” The writer then mentions sev 
eral religious papers, which are taken in his neighborhood. What a change will 
be wrought, when every neighborhood in the country shall possess abundan 
means of obtaining religious intelligence, and when our whole population shall be 
as anxious to hear of the progress of the Redeemer’s kingdom, as heretcfore t 
learn the issue of battles or of political contests; when men shall generally and 
cheerfully read such publications as pr -mpt to virtue, piety, and active benei:- 
cence, rather than, as formerly, party newspapers and electioneering pamphlets 
This change will indeed be marvellous; but, tothe mind of the Christian it is no 
incredible. 






























The donation which stands at the close of the list, published in our last num: 
ber, was contained in the following note: *“Enelosed are five dollars, which | 
should be pleased to have added to the fund for the education of heathen chil- 
dren. It is a mother’s thank-offering for the birth of a son.” How suitabie i 
appears, after experiencing a peculiar blessing, to make a peculiar acknowledg- 
ment of it. And what acknowledgment can be more proper, than to attempt the 
diffusion of Christian knowledge among the destitute. Let every reader ask his 
self, what God requires him to do, as a proper aeknowledgment of mercies latel; 
bestowed. 


A young clergyman, just out of debt for his education, devoted five dollars to 
send the Gospel tothe heathen. He had been laboring, for a small compensa 
tion, in a destitute part of our own country. Speaking of the place of his mirii- 
try, he says; ‘‘Amid all our ill deserts, and our measure of trials, the Lord has 
smiled upon us. He has revived his work gloriously in this place, although ou! 
harvest is small compared with that of many other places, Out of between 2V 
and 30 instances of hopeful conversion, 22 persons have joined the church.” | 

“Favored as we have been, and calied upon as we are, we Could no longer io! 
bear making a little beginning to aid the Lord’s treasury.” 

It is weil worthy of the consideration of every man, who, through the good 
providence of God, is enabled to discharge his debts, what return is justly ¢x- 
pected of him for so distinguished a blessing: and particularly of every chure) 
and congregation, where a work of grace has been carried on, what expressi0i 
of regard for Christ and his cause will best illustrate the sovereign mercy, a4 
the enlarged benevolence of the Gospel. 







A clergyman, settled over a retired parish, writes thus concerning his cong'e- 
zation: ““My dear people, thouch perhaps not the most liberal at contrijuuods 
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¢ missions, vet, in imitation of Israel of old, are disposed to go‘up tothe tem- 
le of the Lord, thrice a year, to worship with a free: will offering; and hope not 
o go empty, nor to return without a blessing from the Lord, who loveth the 
heerful giver: First, upon our Janaary circular monthly prayer-meeting; sec- 
mndly, upon a Sabbath, she nearest to the fourth of July, our nation’s political 
pirth-day; thirdly, upon our annual thanksgiving-day. “hus my people mean to 
yrship God thrice a year with a free-will offering, (though it should be small,) 
so long as there is such a cry, as at present, from the perishing children of men, 
or the bread of life.”’ 

If al! the money that is expended in too sumptuous entertainments, and in riot- 
nus feasting and intemperate drinking, throughout the United States, on Christ- 

as and New Year’s, the Fourth of July and the annual Thanksgiving, were de- 


Wyoted to religious charities, it is not extravagant to believe, that in twenty-five 


vears from this day, it would produce a great and permanent melioration of the 
eligious state of our Country, would send the Gospel to many pagan nations, and, 

ithin a century, would be the means of saving millions «f immortal souls. 
Vhat, then, would be the resuit in all future ages? We compute, that on these 


‘days, more money is unnecessarily expended. in one year, than would pay all the 
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| Sreligious charities of the country, at their present rate, for twenty-five years. Let 
 Sthe reader ponder this. 


A clergyman in moderate circumstances, having made a large donation some 


_ -‘Fyears ago, recently enclosed a sum, which many would call libeca: for a rich man 
“Ytogive. The following words are from his letter. “The Lord has so prospered 

me 'n temporal good things, that Iam enabled to forward a smai! denation in aid 
| Jof Foreign Missions. ‘The sum which I enclose is litle, in comparison of the 


thousands which some give; but as the silver and the gold are all the Lovd’s, he 
will so take care of the smallest sum, given out ofa pure heart in love to the poor 
perisning heathen, that not a cent of it shall be lost, but shall answer the object, 
which he pleases.” 

If all the professed friends of Christ would devote to the promoti.n of his cause, 


in such way astheir sober judgment, under the influence of true benevolence, 


would dictate, one half of the mney, which comes into their possession after they 


had given it up as lost and found they « ould do very well without it, whit a rev- 
' enue would be brought into the Treasury of the Lord. What ders the Apostle 
> mean, when he says, “All seek their own things, and not the things of Jesus 
+ Christ.” Does he praise them for this trait of character? 


» A Good woman, whose donation, for the education of a heathen child, has come 
+ to hand, enclosed her remittance in a letter, from which we make the following 
» extracts: 


“Were not our circumstances narrow indeed, I -should send to pluck three 
precious immortals out of poverty, ignorance, wretchednes- and idolatry, and 
place them under the glorious lighi of the Gospel. I should then feel, as if the 


® short existence on earth of my three little babes, whom we have been called to 


> part with, had not been in vain. But, in consequence «f losing a great propor- 


tion of our small, hard-earned property, I can only be thankful that we owe no 
man any thing but love and good works, and that God has put me in a way to 
educate one, I hope for his kingdom. ‘Tais sum is saved from superfluities in 


dress, and luxuries to please the taste. 


“I have long waited with the most earnest desire, for some able pen to write. 
on the subject of self-denial, and unnecessary expenditures. I have looked in 
the Panoplist, and other religious publications, almost in vain. Few persons 
have I found, who are willing to deny themselves for Him, who, though rich in 
all things, “for our sakes became poor, that we through his poverty might be 
made rich.” I now feel it my duty to requesi you, Sir, to correct my brv,<en, 
imperfect expressions, and publicly to recommend to all foud mothers, who jiave 
heen called in God’s righteous providence, to commit their dear children to the 
silent grave, toname and educate one heathen child, or more, in memory. of those 
whom they have lost; for surely, it will be a more permanent remembrancer 
than a monument of marble. ‘That no one, who isnot in absolute indigence, 
may be deprived of the pleasure of perpetuating the memory of a departed 
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child, or of a father, mother, brother, sister, husband, or other dear friend, fop i 
want of money,I will recommend the following expedient for saving the Sun 
required. T 

‘“‘Make a book dated Jan. 1, (or more properly, on the day when the resol, By 
tion is formed,) in which book insertall savings. For jnstance, when about 1, 
purchase any article of dress, pause,and ask yourself the following questig, f 








Do I need this article to make a decent appearance in the house of God, ory, By 
icrease my means of doing good? If the answer is in the negative, write in yoy, i re 
book,so much saved. If about to make a tea-party, where rich cake, swee. Bo 


meats, wine, and other luxuries, are used, ask yourself how are the poor in th. B 

high ways and hedges to be fed by this waste? And how is the cause of py Boe wi 
Master to be promoted by it? Conscience will tell every one, that to entertajy 
our real friends, and our rich neighbors with plain food and pious Conversation, 
is more like Him, who fed the multitude with barley bread and fishes. The) 
write so much saved t-wards educating my little son or daughter in India, Aqq 
to this time saved from needle-work, ruffling, flouncing, plaiting, &c. &c. which & 
will enable you to hire less or earn more, and you will be more like Hin, why F 
in his word has said, that he would have women adorned with good works; no 
with gold, or pearls, or costly array. Iam sensible, that many fine ladies, who 
know no pleasure but the gratification of sense, and whose hearts idolize dress, 
as much as the heathen do any of their gods, will care for none of these thing, F 
Let them remember, however, that for this misapplication of money and tine B 
they will have to give an account in the day of judgment. Though the heathep 
will be gathered, it will not be said of them, thatthey “have done what they 
could.” There are others, who will shed the sympathetic tear when reading oj 
orphan children, wandering with none to pity or relieve their misery, in whose 
emaciated bodies are lodged immortal souls, every one of which our Savior has 
ti) ceclared to be of more value than the whole world,whowill yet go away sorrow- 
ful, and put off to a more convenient season every effort to relieve these suffer. F 
| ers. But can the daughters of Zion beg to be excused, who have publicly taken Bs 
hy the word of God tobe their guide, and professed to love the cause of him, who 
has said ‘if any man will be my disciple, let him deny himself daily, and take Fe 
up his cross and follow me.” I have recommended no self-denial but whatl J 
have myself tried, and found my health and mind much improved by it; and tie JB 
| effects have enabled me within six years past to send something to the Boardof 
Foreign Missions, and something to the Society for evangelizing the Jews. We 
have our Bible, Education, Domestic Missionary, and Sunday School Societies 
in this place, which every Christian ought to promote in his own town: yet, while 
these things are done, the others need not be left undone. If a woman, who in 
consequence of narrow circumstances, must have been obliged to be plain in dress, 
and economical in living, can save something annually for these objects, how 
much can those save,who are aceustomed to move in the high circles of fashioa J 
able life.” 


ES 


1a a iting tm WS Sige 





- 


os ap steer aet oaiuig PAS 
SS t > 7 











» se oooh mete A FF, 








REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


A LETTER from New London, N. H. dated Jan. 26th, states, that*‘a glorious 
work of God prevails in New London; it is increasing, and is wonderful. Sixty- 
nine persons have been baptised since October last.” 

A considerable revival commenced in Bridgewater, Oneida Co. N. Y. about 
six months ago. At the last intelligence from that place, the attention was very 
general and increasing. ‘The subjects of it were principally young peuple. 

Increasing attention to religion has also again appeared in Litchfield, Con. 
and favorable indications are seen in several neighboring towns. 

A work of divine grace has appeared at Sandgate and Arlington Ver. {t's 
said, that 30 persons have publicly professed their faith at the latter place; and 
at the former that the work was very powerful. 

Since the number for January was published, in which the revival at Belcher- 
town was noticed, we have received more circumstantial accounts of that sut- 
| prising exhibition of divine mercy. Forty persons were admitted to the churcli 
on the first Sabbath in December, and one hundred on the first Sabbath in Feb- 


ruary. <A very large pro: ortion of the hopeful converts are heads of families. 
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From the latest accounts, it appears that “‘the seriousness, theugh apparently at 
a stand among adults, has greatly increased among the youth and children.” 
That it has visited the schools, in which many have been powerfully affected, 


solu. and some, as is hoped, have been made savingly acquainted both with their dan- | 
Ut ty ger, and the refuge provided for the truly penitent. In a letter from the pastor 
“Stion, of the church, the Rev. Mr. Porter, it is stated, that the whole number of those, 


who were the hopeful subjects of renovating influences of the. Holy Spirit, was 
reckoned at two hundred and fifty. This was onthe 20th ult. From inteltigence 
still more recent, it appears, that the anxious inquiry still Continues. 

It is not to be supposed the attention is confiued to this single town, Decause 
we have not published accounts from any others. We have indeed received 


rtain verbal information from many places in the neighborhood of the abovementioned; 
ition, whence we Icarn, that the towns of Enfield, Ware, Granby, Amherst, South- 
Phen Hadley, and Northampton, in Hampshire connty; Monson, Palmer, Brimfeld 
Add and South Brimfield,in the county of Hampden; Western,Brookfield in its several 


arishes, North Brookfield, New Braintree, and Hardwick, in the county of 


Who Worcester; have all received effusions of the divine Spirit, and the attention of 
> Not sinners has been loudly called to the concerns of their souls. In several of these 
Who towns, the effects have been not less astonishing, nor the number of convictions 


ress, less, than in Belchertown, compared with the population. 
ings, Newark, N.J. which has formerly shared distinguished testimonies of God’s 
ime special favor, in renovating the hearts of sinners, is once more enjoying the vis- 
shen itations of divine mercy. We learn, from an authentic source, that in one of 
hey the religious societies of that town, {between fifty and sixty are making the 
‘“orand inquiry,” and that a few have obtained hopes. ‘Che same correspondent 
1OSe says, that ‘ta revival of considerable power and cxtent is taking place in the 
has congregation at Westfield, N. J.” 


It is a consoling reflection, that, amidst all the erroneous doctrines which 





ler. spread over the world, and the dreadful impieties which are the genuine off- 
sen [=] spring of heresy, the defence of the Christian church, and the preservation of 
ho He any truth in this apostate world, are altogether in the hand of God. Infidelity 
ake 3 has a thousand forms. Her modes of captivating the hearts and ruining the 
i Py souls of men are Without number. If unsuccessfui in open warfare, the apostles 
ie He of error can assume the dress, and imitate the language of friends. They can as- 
of cend the pulpit, garble and distort the words of the Bible, and from the very 


words, nay, from the threatenings of the divine law,can preach peace to the 
impenitent, and inthe manner of their great Antitype and progenitor, can easily 
persuade stupid sinners, that ‘they shallnot surely die.’ But when the Lord 
arises to have mercy on Zion, and the Holy Spirit arouses the attention of those 
who were formerly dead in trespasses and sins, the deiusion vanishes. Men thus 
F) awakened see that the treacherous whispers of peace, once heard wirh delight, 
u | and believed with confidence, are only the artifices of Satan and his emissa- 
™ vies. They awake; they examine; and by the grace of God, repent and live. 
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PERSIAN TOLERATION,. 


it is said that the present Prince Royal of Persia has greatiy exerted himself to 
correct the excesses of religious zeal in the Mussulmauns employ cd in his service, 
and to protect the Christians who might suffer from their violence. ‘Lo sanction 
his proceedings, he was desirous of obtaining the support of the superiors of the 
Mohammedan priesthood, the natural guardians of the Mussulman laws; and 
theretore assembled a divan composed ef Sheick al-Islam, and the principal 
Uiemas ‘doctors of the law) of the city of Tauris. He proposed for their deter- 
mination the following questions, which they answered scriatim. First, bias the 
Lord Jesusa true pfrropihet sent from God? Answer, Yes. Secondiy, dre the 
laws promulgated in his honorable Gospel just or not? Answered unanimously, 
Yes, they are just. ‘Thirdly, According to our own laws, may the laws of the 
Lord Jesus, fromulgated in his honorable Gospel, be blasphemed; Answered 
unanimously, Vo, itis unjust. Itis added, that after these cecisions, to which 
the Ulemas gave the form of a fatha, or judicial sentence, the Prince Royal or- 


aered one of his domestics to receive a hundred blows, to punisiment for an in- 
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sult offered toa Christian; and then dismissed him from his service, as an exan. 
pie to those who might be inclined to dishonor Jesus Christ, and to iusul the: p 


. . . . . Y . . , . 0- 
fessurs of Christianity, Christian Observer for Aug. 1818, 


PERSIAN INQUIRIES INTO CHRISTIANITY. 
In our last Number we alluded to some favorable symptoms of the commence. 
ment of a more tolerant system in Persia towards Christianity than was former. 
ly the case. The following extract from the Missionary Register for last month, 
will throw further light upon the subject. 

“The discussions and controversies which the late Rev. Henry Martyn held 
with the learned in Persia, during the short time that he passed among them 
before his lamented death, excited great attention. Copies of the pieces writtey 
inthis singular, and, on his part, intrepid controversy, are now in this country: 
and will, probably, be given to the public, in translations from the Persian 
originals. 

“We have seen a letter to a distinguished nobleman, from an Englishman res. 
ident in Persia, in which he states, that Mr. Martyn’s discussions at Shiraz, made 
so deep an impression on the people there, that many were con: erted secretly, 
and the Molwahs totally silenced. His books were; ut into the hands of men 
of the greatest celebrity and talents, in order to their being refuted. In various 
places, eulogiums on the Gospel wére openly uttered; and an earnestness and 
mildness of inquiry evinced, by many of the learned, into the character and mis- 
sion of the Messiah. 

“We have also seen a letter to the same nobleman from a Mahommedan ip 
Persia, professing his thorough conviction of the truth of Christianity, obtained, 
in part, from his perusal of Mr. Martyn’s books. The fillowing extract will 
gratify our readers:— 

“Thave long directed my attention to investigate the different existing reli- 
gions; and, having read various histories and other books, I have collected more 
or less information on the subject, and satisfied myself that the religion of Ma- 
homed is vain, and devoid of the ornaments of truth. I also studiously examin- 
ed the religion of the Jews, of the Magi, and others; but I could not obtain that 
satisfaction from any, which I wanted. I therefore attended the learned and the 
ministers of the Christian religion, discussing with them various systems; and, 
among others the Five Sects of Islamism; and discovered the vanity and in- 
sufficiency of each. The result of the whole is this: that I adopted, in my heart, 
the Christian religion—in my heart, because the profession and practice of it, ina 
countrv of Mahomedans, is impossible. I now therefore take the liberty of ad- 
dressing you, most earnestly requesting that you will not withhold your kindness 
and benevolence from me, but that I may pass the rest of my life under your 
protection, devoting myself tothe worship of God. I am now twenty-five years 
old. I am totally unable of myself to go to you. Oh, how happy should 
I consider myself, if you would comply with my wishes! So far as 1 can see, I 
have no other resource but to go to you. I have no other, Know no other, who 
can liberate my life from sin. May the season of your life and prosperity log 
remain! 

“pP. S. I have two brothers, who are of-the same way of thinking with 
wy self.” Christian Observer, for Sept. 1818. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MRS. NICHOLS AT BOMBAY. 


Mrs. Nichols is in the habit of keeping a journal, and enclosing it to her 
parents for their perusal. We have obtained permission to make such extracts 
from it as we judge will be useful in their tendency, and interesting to the public. 
Though these writings were hastily composed, and never intended for publication, 
we shall endeavor not to abuse the confidence reposed in us, by obtruding upon 
our readers, things of a more private and delicate nature. It is with surprise 
and regret, that we have seen confidential letters of missionaries, written solely 
for the perusal of an intimate friend or relative, and containing many things 
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respecting the mere domestic a1rangements cf the writer,thrown indiscriminately 
and inconsiderately into the newspapers. ‘Lhis must be very mortifying to the 


| missionaries, when they are infurmed of it, and has a tendency to prevent all 


free correspondence between themselves and their friends; as they will expect 
to see their most private communications proclaimed on the house-tops. — 

After a few words by way of introduction, Mrs. N. commences her journal 
June 20, 1818. ; 

Capt. Edes of Boston. and Capt. Blanchard of Beverly, took tea with us this 
evening. It is extremely gratifying to us, to receive visits from Americans, 
though they should be entire strangers. 

Sabbath, June 21. ‘The season of social worship to-day has been unusually 
pleasant to me. In the closing prayer I thought I realized something of the 
preciousness of the word, and of the privilege of calling on Ged. But our 
assetnblies are vastly different from Christian congregations in my native land. 
TViere, several hundreds are collected to listen to the preached Gospel; here we 
never have more than eight or ten; to-day but four. In nothing do I more 
strongly realize my separation trom America, than in the loss of those religious 
opportunities and privileges with which I was always favored. Could I now go 
unto the house of God, and unite with his pecple in acts of divine worship, or 
meet fr prayer in the pleasant chamber of sister P. or sister C. it would indeed 
seem to me like a paradise; and I should almost think myself on the threshold 
of the upper world. 

An interesting oecurrence took place today. Three boys, who were Jews, 
ca’ e into ask for more ot the Scriptures. They had read the translation of 
Matthew, wnich Mr. Hail had previously giventhem. Nothing could be more 
ratifying to us, than for hundreds to make similar applications. 
~ 93, Was waked this morning by the beating of a drum in the mussulmaun* 
burying ground, which lies very near our house. This is practised every morn- 
ing at precisely four o’clock, and is done in honor of some distinguished character. 

Sabbath, June 28. Behold the rays of another Sabbath, but, O how dark! 
dark as the deepest recesses of the tomb, or the midnight den of the howling 
lion. Here is no Sabbath, no meeting, no reading of the Word of God, and no 
p’.vers to Him who is enthroned in giory, but yet condescends to hear the sup- 
p.ications of the humble and contrite. Muititudes for whom Christ died, are as 
eiger in the common pursuits of life on the Lord’s day, as on any; and as regard. 
less of their souls as the thoughtless insect that sports in the air. 

Dear triends in America, prize your privileges. Value the Gospel as your 
most excellent possession, and give thanks to God daily, that you had not your 
birth in a heathen land. 

June 30. We were much surprised this morning by the unusual appearance 
of Kristnumbut, our bramiiun.t He came in very early with a dejected counte- 
nance, and without any friendly salutation, which is entirely different from his 
customary cheerfulness. He is in the habit of saying, in the most open and pleas- 
ant manner you can conceive, “Salam” to one, “good morning” to another, and 


* This word has commonly been spelt mussu/man, on which account some writers have 
made the plural mussulmen, supposing the last syllable to be our English word man. But 
this is not the ease; and the word should be spelt as it is pronounced, mussulmaun, and in 
the plural, mussulmauns. 

There is searcely any thing which is in itself of small consequence, so perplexing as the 
vexatious uncertainty in the orthography of eastern words and names. _English writers of 
eminence do not seem to aim at any thing like uniformity or consistency in this respect. As 
to accuracy, it is entirely, out of the question. There are two principal causes of this. One 
is a want of strict attention to the pronunciation of Oriental words by the natives: the other 
is the application of our extremely vague alphabet, without explaining the sounds meant to 
be deseribed. ‘Thus for instance, a writer uses the letter a in a Hindoo word; and no Euro- 
pean can tell which of the four sounds of a he wishes to have given to it. Another writer 
might use 0, or au, or aw, to convey the same sound; and so of the other vowels. It is one 
of the great defeets of our language, that, while we have seventeen vowels, we are obliged 
to express them all by five characters. 

T The word bramiiun we have determined to spell as in the text. It has been spelt drach- 
man, brahman, brahmin, bramin, brahmen, and perhaps in other ways. ‘he more modern 
spelling has been bramin, till this is of late supplanted by bramhun. ‘The aspirate of the 
second syllable is very slight; and the word, so far as we ean ascertain, sounds very nearly as 
f written dram-un; or bram-mun. om 
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“how do you do” to a third. He has lately learned the use of these English la 
phrases, the use of which pleases bim much in addressing us. Said I, the | 
is irrational; what is the matter? 

Instead of a handsome fugaree, (a head dress,) he had a small piece of whit. 
cloth about his head. For his garment, which some resembles a large OWN, he 
had only a strip of cloth thrown loosely about him. We soon learned that }y 
had recently been informed of the death of both his parents, who had lived in, 
distant part of the country. His mother was burned alive with the dead body 
of his father. According to the Hindoo religion, one who loses a relative is yj. 
clean ten days. During this period, he is not allowed to wear any thing of ay 
ornamental kind, nor to touch any person. Kristnumbut came earlier than usual 
on account of the great variety of ceremonies which his retigion requires him 
for ten days to perform. He begged us to be merciful to him; that is, to alloy 
him to come when, and stay as short a time as he pleased, for the ten days. He 
asked Mr. B. if, according to the Christian religion, he should be polluted, if he, 
{the bramhun,) should touch him. 

July 1. Had an animated season of prayer this evening. Mr. Hall appeared 
unusually fervent. “Pwo subjects predominated in his prayer. ‘That we migh 
be better prepared for our work; and that the heathen might speedily accept of 
Christ as their only Savior. 

2. Though it may appear trifling to you, yet as such things are uncommon 
here, I will relate one of the most striking marks of honesty, which Mr. Bard- 
well has witnessed among the natives. A short time since he lost a pair of 
gboves. To-day, as he was passing a shop of natives, a little boy ran from the 
shop with the gloves in his hands, asking Mr. B. if they were his. We could 
account for this act of kindness in no other way, than on the ground of the 
boy’s attachment to Mrs. Bardwell, as one of her scholars. 

From what I have learned of the natives of Ceylon, and those of this place, | 
find a considerable difference, if not in their real character, at least in their 
intercourse with men. In Ceylon there is something in the conduct of the na- 
tives, which has a resemblance to benevolence and kindness. Here, the good of 
another does not come into their calculations. If a native engages in a piece of 
work for us, all his object appears to be to hasten its accomplishment, that he 
may have his pay. And if it is not done well, he will exert himself to convince 
you thatitis. Theft, fraud, and lying, are not sins amongst the Hindoos. 

4. Sat, This evening had a meeting preparatory to the celebration of the 
Lord’s supper. ‘lhe subject of the sermon, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, was 
calculated to search our hearts, and show us whether we are in the faith. 

6. ‘This evening Mr. Horner, a Wesleyan missionary, took tea with us. He 
give us some interesting information in regard to his brethren in Ceylon. Their 
schools are prosperous. Several children under their care have hopefully 
embraced the Gospel: one or two died, giving evidence of vital piety. Two 
native priests abandoned their own religion, threw away their priestly robes, and 
declared their belief, that there was no salvation but through Jesus Christ. a 
You can hardly conceive, my dear mother, how much more animated our i 
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prayer meeting was on account of the attendance of this one Christian friend. 

8. Had a most delightful and refreshing walk with Mr. N. Went to the sea 
shore, where we had a tair view of the shipping in the harbor. We were — 
delighted with the appearance of vegetation, which has very suddenly revived J” 
since the commencement of the rains. But we see nothing even now, which — = 
bears a comparison with American cornfields and orchards in blossom. ; 

In our inclosure is a native school. It was very interesting to us this evening, 
to hear the native boys sing an hymn entitled, ‘ta hymn to Christ.””. T'wo of tie 
boys stood in the centre of the house, on a floor of earth, as monitors, who 
repeated the hymn, line by line, which was sung by about 30 boys standing 1n 4 
straight line, with their hands clasped together, and giving the most profound 
attention. I should think the monitors about six or seven years old. ‘These 
schools are remarkably orderly; they are governed with strict severity. 

Sabbath, July 12. Worship as usual. At the close of the other exercises, 
the ordinance of baptism was administered by Mr. Bardwell. A few months 
ago, Mr. Hall took an African boy about 11 or 12 years of age. ‘This boy was 
baptised, and named Daniel. ‘The performances were very solemn. 


as ct hu! 
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> Map UNION OF RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS, 


! 
White ' Pfuz Religious Convention of Christian denominations met at Washington, 
3 Mississippi, Nov. 19, 1818, pursuant to an appointment made at Clear Creck, 
Woec. 19,1817. The Rev. Joseph Bullen preached trom Eph. iv, 3. Andeavor te 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of freace. 

in this meeting were Christian ministers and members of Churches of different 
denominations. Our limits do not permit the insertion of all tue doings and re- 
Wsolves of the meeting; but we cheerfully invite the attention of our readers to the 
sual, following articles of convention, which were reported and unanimously adopted 
5 him Fe on this occasion. 
Allow Articles of Convention. 
, He °) 1. A mecting similar to the present, shall be holden annually, as Jong as shall 
fF he, a be found expedient, at such time and place as shall have been appointed at the 





ave) [om preceding meeting. 
arec B62. The meeting, when convened, shall be styled, “The Religious Convention 
night Fe * of Christian Denominations.” 

ptot B= 63. The convention shall be composed of ministers of the gospel in good stand- 


a ing, and officers or other official representatives of any Christian church. 
i 9) eee A ’ ° > S ° . 7 . . . 
—_ 4 4. The fundamental principles of this convention are mutual affection for 
* 


» each other as disciples of one common Lord, and cordial desire to promote the 





» of .. i 

yf > interests of his kingdom. 

ald - 5. Itis uo part of the business of this convention, to discuss points either of 
ould doctrine or of discipline, about which any of its members may differ in senti- 


the S ment. Andit is by nomeans expected, that any member shall renounce any of 
+ the distinguishing characterisiics of the religious denomination to wich he be- 





e, | > longs, or that he shall refrain from incuivating his sentiments, either from the 
mee |» pulpit, from the press, or in private conversation. 
” 6. The distinct objecis:f this convention are—to promote a spirit of mutual 
Jot Be forbearance and bri therly affection between its members, and between their re- 
fe spective denominations—to make unitedly every prudent exertion possible te 
” suppress prevailing vices—and to endeivor, by every mean tuat promises suc- 
se cess, to promote the cause of Christ, throughout our land and the world. 
7. For these purposes it is proposed t» combine, as far as possible, the energics 
oo of all the friends of Zion, in the advancement of every moral, religious and char- 
, itable design, in the promotion of whic they can consistently and cordially unite. 
H On motion,— Resolved. ‘That the convention adjourn, to meet at Jersey 
a Meeting house, Homochitto, on Wednesday the 24th cay of November, 161%. 
lly Concluded with prayer, in the most Christian friendship and affection. 
mA J. BULLEN, Modcrator. 
ind 
MISSION AMONG THE CHEROKEES. 
ur — 
ad. 4T 1S with emotions of peculiar gratitude to G.d, that we are able to mention 
e4 the conclusion of a treaty between the government of the U.S, andthe Cherokee 
re nation, the leading features of which are; 
ed That after the cession of some lands to the U. S. an abundant territory still 
ch remains to them; and 
That a reservation is made of a tract of land, equal to twelve miles square, 
2, to be sold by the U. S. and the avails vested as a permanent sc/ivol-fund, to be 
ne expenced under the direction of the Presitent of the U. S. for the instruction of 
10 the Cherokees on this side of the Mississippi. It is supposed this fund will yield 
a a very handsome sum annually. 
id Pe preamble distinctly recognizes the wish of a majority of the Cherokees 
se to remain on the land of their tathers, and tieir favorable inclination towards 
4ivilization aud improvement. 
, 
1S MODE OF CONDUCTING SASRATIE SCHOOLS. 
1S 


A TEACHER of Sabbath schools beyond the Allezanics, in a letter to the editor of 
> Py, : ¥ - ie, ° 

Re. the Panoplist, requests that the following practice, from which he had seen much 

> ood result, may be stated, without mentioning his name 
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“It is the practice of requiring the scholars to question each other. Afte | 


reading a chapter the books are closed; and the schclar at the head of his clag 


proposes to the next a question from the chapter read. He 's not allowed to make | 
use of the words of the text, but is obliged to give the sense in his own language | 


This induces each one to retain the sense of his lesson as much as possibie, Tf 


the scholar, to whom the question is proposed, answers correctly, he proposes , F 


question in turn; if not, itis put to the next, and along the class till it is answered 
when the successful scholar takes his place above those, who have failed. Ch}. 
dren are generally diffident at first; but, if they are encouraged, will soon oyey. 


come that difficulty. I think yeu would be surprised to witness the facility with f 


which cven chidren of five or six years will propose their questions, and the 
promptness of their answers. “The plan bas been approved by al nost or gu 
every gentleman, who has visited my school.” 


There can be no doubt, that the practice of teaching children to question each 


other tends to quicken their application and improve their minds. We have f 


doubts, however, with respect to the appeal to emulation, or rivalry, as is com. 


monly practised in our schools. On this subject the remarks of Babington on 
education are peculiarly worthy of perusal. 


DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN EDUCATION SOCIETY FOR 


FEBRUARY. 
A Friend, - ° - - ° e . S10 o 
A charity box kept by Rev. L. Wright, in Barrington, R. 1. - - 3 0 

Collected by the Rev. Edward Payson, in the following places, viz. 

In Newbury, first parish, =~ - - : - . 36 04 
In Newburyport, - : + - ° - - 970 
First and south parishes, Ipswich, - - - - . 65 26 
Avails of a gold ring, - - - - - . ° 45 
First parish in Rowley, . - - - - - 21 00 
in Wenham, - - - ° - ~ 7 18 27 
Rev. Mr. Hartshorn’s parish, in Gloucester, Ms. - . ° 27 WW 
Rev, Mr. Jewett’s do. . - ° - - © 37 wu 
Rey. Mir. Fuller’s do. © ° « e - . 7 (0 
Other collect.ons in Essex county, - - - + - 5 
Three individuals in Manchester, . - - . ~ 5 52 
Rev. Mr. Walker's parish, Danvers, - - - + - 50) Ot 
In Salem, - - - : ° ° - 72°99 
In Beverly, ® e ‘ ” - a . 4 2 
One pair gold ear rings, - - : . . ” 8() 
Marblehead, - - . - ° . » 48 20 
Rev. Dr. Morse’s parish, Charlestown, after a sermon by the Rev. Mr. Payson, in 

the evening, - - - - - - - 53 29 
In Charlestown, at a monthly concert of prayer, - - . ~- 220 
Female friend in do ° ° ‘ ‘ . 5 (M) 
William Ward, Esq. Medford, — - ° . . ‘ - 38000 
Collected in Park Street church, after an evening lecture by the Rev. Mr. Payson, 146 20 
From a person, formerly a member of that Rev. Gentleman’s church, afier hearing 

his sermon, - - - - - - - 100 ¢0 
Collected and remitted by the Rev. Richard S. Storrs, from the south, - 200 Ov 
Mrs. Seabrook, of Charlestown, S. C. who on her death bed requested her husband 

to appropriate this sum toa religious object, transmitted by the Rev. Benjamin M. 

Palmer, D. D. of that city, . - - - - 200 10 
Mr. Luther Clark, St. Johnsbury, Ver. - . ° - . 2 00 
Hillsborough County Bible and Char. Soc. N. H. by R. Boylston, Treas. 16 00 
West Boylston Female Aux. and Char. Soc. by Betsey Keys, Treas. - 2 00 
West Boylston Female Reading and Char. Soc. by Betsey Keys, Treas. 4 00 
Thomas Keys, of do. - - - - - ° 2 (0 
Female Benev. Soc. Long Meadow, by Eunice Crosby, Treas. - - 80 00 
Individuals of Keene, N. H. avails of two monthly concerts of prayer, by Wm. Goodell, 16 51 
A young lady of Bridgewater, Mass. by the Rev. Daniel Huntington, ° 2 0 
A. Packard of do. by do. - - - - . ° 2 50 
Gratton County, N. H. Char. Soc. by John B. Wheeler, Treas. ° © 48 (0 
Ladies ofthe north parish, Andover, by Miss Mary H. Adams, - - 1700 
Windsor, Ms. Aux. Education Society, by Gordon Dorrance, Treas. - 38 25 
Two small societies in Chesterfield, N. H. Henry H. Snow, Treas. - - 15 00 


Individuals of Natick, by the Rev. Martin Moore, - 


. « Q 81 
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1) 4 female friendin Chester, N. H. . ‘ > “ - $400 

' + A temale friend in do. do. - ° ° ° - ‘ 1 00 

4 female friend in Stratham, N.H. - . - ° a 2 00 

PA female friend in Pelham, N.H. by the Rev. John H. Church, . . 50 

| Ht,555 OL 
Life Subscriptions. 

Daniel Atwood, Pelham, N. H. ° ° . © . $100 00 

> Asa Ward, Boston, - : - - - - 100 00 


_» From the following clergymen $40 each, to constitute them members for life, con- 
7 tributed priucipally by ladies of their respective societies, viz. Rev. Levi Harts- 


horn, Gloucester, tev. Asa Eaton, Boston, Res. Daniel Dana, D. D. Newbury- 
port, Rev. David Jewett, Gloucester, Rey. Jedidiah Morse, D. D. Charlestown, 





4 Rev. Charles W. Milton, Newburyport, e o e 280 00 
4 Sundry annual subseribers, - . “ é J ‘ 36 00 
3 H2,051 Ot 


HEBREW TESTAMENT, 


From the tenth report of the Lendon Society, for promoting Christianity among the Jews, 
we seleet the account of the late pubheation and distribution of the Hebrew New Testa- 
ment, which has been recently translated and printed for the benefit of the dispersed 
ehildren of Israel. ‘This forms a new era in the exertions, which are making for this inter- 


esting people. 


- Your Committee will now lay before you the proceedings of the past year rela- 
tive to the Hebrew Translation of the New Testament. ‘This important work 
was brought toa close, and the first entire edition of it published in September 
last. The whole of this edition, as far as complete copies remained, was imme- 
diately disposed of, 456 copies were sold tothe British and Foreign Bible Society; 
100 were placed at the disposal of the Rev. L. Way, on his visit of inquiry to the 
Continent; three were sent to America, five t. Malta, three to M:dras. ‘Twelve 
were presented to the Edinburgh Bible Society, and forty to some of our Arch- 
bishops and Bishops and sundry individuals in this country connected with the 
Society. A thousandc pies of tie Epistles and Apocalypse were disposed of to 
the Committee of the British and Foreign Bible Society; thus making complete 
the same number of copies of the four Gospels and Acts purchased by them last 
year. Five hundred copies of the General Epistles andthe Apocalypse were 
likewise sold to the British and Foreign Bible Society, and nearly seven hundred 
and fifty copies of various portions of the New ‘lestament were granted to Mr. 
Way previously to his going abroad. 

Your Committee humbly rejoice in the hope that, from the circulation thus 
given to even so comparatively small a number of coptes of the New Testament 
in Hebrew, incalculable benefits may arise to the scattered descendants of Israel. 
For who can calculate the effects which it may please God to render even a sin- 
gle copy of his Sacred Word the instrument of producing; or estimate the amount 
of happiness and glory—happiness to the sinner and glory to the Savior—which 
ensues upon the conversion of a single soul, whether of Jew or Gentile, to Gud? 

Whilst, however, we thus indulge in the anticipation of benefits resulting from 
what God has already enabled us to do, we cannot be insensible that little has 
yet been cone, when compared with the exigencies of those on whose behalf we 


_ are laboring. Nearly 8500 copies of the Hebrew New Testament have issued 


from the Society’s press—but what are these among more than 4 000,000 of Jews, 
on the lowest computation of their numbers in different parts of the world? to 
say nothing of the probable opinion of some writers, that they exceed double 


~ thatnumber. Influenced by this affecting consideration, your Committee, imme- 
_ diately on the completion of the first edition, resolved on commencing a second, 


on stereot.pe plates. They are happy to inform you, that this edition has 
alreacy advanced as far as the Acts of the Apostles, and that it is expected to 


_ be finished in June or July. 
: In the mean time, as it is important to render the Translation as free from im- 


perfection as possible, your Committee have the satisfaction of stating, that the 
original translators of the work are engaged in preparing a Dictionary, in which 
the authorities for the use of the Hebrew words used in the Translation will be 
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collected; and that they have engaged a learned Jewish convert, who lately came 
over to this country from the Continent, to undertake and submit to the trang, 
lators and former correcfors, a critical review of the Version already published, 
and are about to take steps for having a similar review prepared by some of the 
most learned Jewsin Germany. The Committee thus hope that another edition 
may in a little time be published, which shall commend itself, by its purity of 
style, to the most refined Hebrew scholars in the J: wish nation, and shal prove 
an imperishable monument of the zeal and liberality of Briush Christians. Havin 
this object in view,your Committee were careful to ascertain, before they resolved 
to stereotype a second edition, that any emendation which it may be thought 
proper hereafter to adopt,can, without any difficulty ,be introduced into the plates, 

Anxious, at the same time, to facilitate by every means in their power, the 
dissemination of the Christian Scriptures among the Jewish brethren, your Com. 
mittee resolved to print an edition of Luther’s German New ‘Testament, iy 
the Rabbinical or German Hebrew character, for the benefit of such of the 
Jews, inhabiting Germany, Poland, and the neighboring countries, as do not un- 
derstand the Biblical Hebrew. The necessary type has been procured from 
Holland, and the work will immediately proceed. 

To give cffect, however, to these resolutions, it is evident that considerable 
pecuniary supplies will be needful; and the state of the Society’s funds renders 
a renewed and urgent appeal to the hbevality of the public indispensably neces- 
sary. Although the Hebrew Testament fund has received several handsome 
contributions during the past year, b th from associations and individuals, (see 
the Appendix,) for which your warmest acknowledgements are due, it is still 
in arrears; the expenditures necessarily attendant on the first edition having, in 
every stage of its progress, been very great, and the copies which have been 
soid,—those, namely, purchased by the British and Foreign Bible Society —having 
been disposed of at little more than half the cost price. 

Your Committee trust that by the prompt co-operation of all classes and de- 
nominations of Christians, who are zealous fer the distribution of God’s word, 
ana for the salvation of Israel, they shall be enabled, not only to indemnify the 
fund appropriated to this object for the expenses already incurred, but likewise 
to proceed with confiderce and dispatch in the execution of what still lies before 
them in this most important and extensive branch of the Society’s undertakings. 
They are the more encouraged in this expectation, from having received, duriug 
the preceding year, several benefactions, accompanied with cordial assurances 
of concurrence, from individuals, especially belonging to the Society of Friends, 
whose religious principles hinder them from co-oporating with this Institution ia 
other departments of its labors. 


MEMOIRS OF MISS ELIZA HARRIES. 


THs amiable and excellent young woman died at Charlestown, Mass. on the 
first day of Aug. 1817, atthe age of 31. ‘The reason why no earlier notice of her 
worth has been taken in our pages, is not the want of respect for her memory, 
nor of topics by which to illustrate her character. Few persons have been more 
tenderly beloved by their friends and acquaintance, or had their memory more 
affectionately cherished by survivors. In this case, as in many others, a want oi 
time to do justice to the subject has cccasioned delay, which has been prolong- 
ed by ill health, and other unavoidable circumstances. All that can be done at 
present, is to delineate several traits of character, which belonged to the deceased 
uo an extraordinary degree. 

Miss Harris was educated in affluence, and accustomed to look forward with 
sanguine hopes to the enjoyments of this world; but, inthe period of early youth, 
she experienced some painful proois of the transient and deceitful nature of 
temporal objects. How great an effect these disappointments had, in turning her 
mind to spititual things,is not known to the writer; but in the year 1811, or 
1812, she was the subject of an entire change in her religious views and feelings; 
and, soon after this change, she made a public profession of her faith, and joined 
the Congregational church in Charlestewn, under the pastoral care cf the Re: 


Dr. Morse. 
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Asthe system of doctrines which she embraced was thought by herself, and 
by others, to lie at the foundation of her whole religious character, it may not be 
improper to say, that she was thoroughly orthodox. She believed in the entire 
depravity of man, the necessity of a change ot heart, the reality of this change, 
the perfect sovereignty of God in effecting it, the sanctifying influences of the 
Holy Spirit, the divinity of Christ, the eflicacy of his atonement, and the un- 
changeable allotments of the righteous and the wicked, Her faith Was not inop- 
erative. She acted under the influence of the reaities ot the worid to come, 
Many professed Christians would hardly be supposed, if we look at their actions 
only, to be immortal beings. They profess to have souls; but scrutinize their 
conduct, and it seems to say, ‘These people are children of a day; their home is 


on earth; they pretend in vain to immortality.” Such was not the attestation, 


which the conduct of Miss Harris bore to the reality cf her profession. Her 
fice was set toward heaven; her progress was marked and rapid; and those, who 
believe in any such thing as experimental religion, clearly recognized in her a 
pi'grim to the celestial city. 

Religion never makes any person gloomy. It often occasions deep sorrow and 
heart-felt commiseration tor the melancholy condition of those, who are with- 
out hope and without God in the world. Itof.en gives the subject of it sucha 
view ot his own sins, as to over whelm him, for a season, with shame and fearful 
appreiension. But its general influence is to produce a calm equable state of the 
feelings, and to give free and delig!itful employment to ailthe higher faculties of 
the soul. Miss Harris had great natural vivacity,and was interesting in her 
manners and conversition. ‘These pleasing qualities were Chastcied and increas- 
ed by the silent but powerful influence f piety. 

Relving upon her own industry, she was employed for the four or five last 
vears of her life, in the instru tion of chil.ren. In this good work she tock de- 
light, and was unwearied in her assid.ities to secure the improvement of her pu- 
pils. She prayed with them regularly; and often gave them solemn admo- 
nitions, and faitiful exhortations... She was strongly «uttached to them; and, 
when she thought of leaving the school, a short time before her death, manifest- 
ed her tender concern for them by writing them a letter filled with such reasons 
and motives as she hoped might make a lasting impression on their minds, 

Having dedicated herself to her Savior, her great aim was to glorify him by 
doing good. In this neble pursuit her personal activity was surprising. Ti vis- 
iting the sick, in relieving the wants of the poor,in prompting the charities of 
others,in m. king acheerful offering of the avazis of her own labor, she was 2. 
distinguished example. ‘These things kept her busily employed, during the 
time. which was not absorbed by her school. She was always active and indus= 


_ trious to the utmost of her strength. 





oa 


* 
s 
5 
4 
4 
4 


To ascert.iin her duty she addicted herself to the perusal of the Bible, and 
toprayer. When she had once ascertained it, her adherence to it was firm, res- 
olute, and persevering Opposition made not the slightest impression on her 
mind, unless it were supported by reason and founded en Scripture. She had 
learned thoroughly to disregard the opinions of the world, asa rule of truth or 
duty. Faithfulin holding fast her principles, sie was bold and determined. in 
avowing them. So uniform was her character in this respect, and so Consist~ 
ent Was her conduct with her declared sentiments, that it may well be doubied. 
whether a single person, who knew her, ever questioned the sincerity of her 
proicssion, or the purity of her motives. 

Not only the public worship of God on the Sabbath, but all other occasions 
of social prayer and religious improvement, were precious to her soul. The 
smail conference, the seciud':d church-meeting, and the public assembly of 
churches united for special prayer, shared alike her animated and joyful attend- 
uice; but there was. no religious privilege which she valued more highly, than 
tie monthly concert of prayer for missionaries and for the general spread of re- 
ligion. “These privileges she continued to enjoy till just before her death; and 
may be said not to have been removed from lively communion with the children 
of God on earth, till she wassummoned alimost immediately to join the spirits of 
the just made pertcect, 

l'o her religious friends she was strongly and inseparably attached; particu 
sariy to her beloved associate in the same school, and to her pastor, whom she 
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evarded as her spiritual father. Ali the brethren and sisters of the church wers 
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dear to her; but. especially those, who,in her judgment, most clearly evincey om and 
their friendship to Christ. With these she delighted to converse, and to holj 
familiar Christian intercourse; an intercourse, which she hoped would be inte, 
rupted for a short season only, and then renewed in the mansions of immortality 
Her humility was remarkable. Though her life was a bright display of geny. 
ine and distinguished virtue, she not only disclaimed all merit in her works, as q 
ground of justification, but appeared to rank herself among the least of the fo}. 
lowers of Christ. No fondness for human applause, no desire of self exalt tion 
was Seen to deform the symmetry of her character. If good were done aid God a 
were glorified, she was willing tobe forgotten. Ss Ty 
It seems implied in what has been already said, that she was not deficient in Be 95: 
the grand Christian attainment, se(f denial. ‘To supply the wants of the poor te 
she had denied herself even necessaries; to provide against thcir future wants EE 
and to patronize schemes of industrious charity, she had labored sedulously with 
her needle; and to aid in conveying the Gospel to the destitute, in our own 
country and abroad, she gave a large portion of her earnings. She gave to 2] 
Charitable objects within her reach; and, according to her means, her offerings 
were extremely liberal. She belonged to four or five charitable societies, and 
has been known to give, fom her slender income, four or five dollars at a time. 
Besides her donations in movey, it is to ne recollected, that she gave much time 
in carrying her benevolent plans into effect, and in stimulating the churitiesof J tio 
others. She was diligent in obtaining missionary intelligence, and a steady sub- ae wt 
scriber toareligious publication; not only because she took pleasure in contem- EE. In 
plating the religious exertions of the present day, but because she was aware 
that knowledge is necessary to all enlarged and intelligent activity in the Ree [BP Re 
deemer’s cause. O how different was she in all these respects, from too-many JP m 
professors of religion, who have wealth, leisure, and influence, but no heart to en- 
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gage in these enterprises of love; who are ignorant of ne -rly ali that is going on, JP su 
in the religious world, and who are unwilling to have their ignorance removed, FB g¢ 
lest their consciences should disturb their indolence and selfishness. It maybe JP 
safely affirmed, that if all prefessors of religion would exercise one half the self? JB 2: 
denial, which was habitually practised by this retired female,the world would a 

soon change its aspect. ‘The work of a century would be achieved in afew JP p 
years. Further, if we lay the rich estirely out of consideration, and if Christians Be 
in common circumstances, plain farmers, laborious mechanics, and thriving \¢ 
shop-keepers, were to practice the same self-denial, these glorious results would , 


be witnessed. 

It must be evident, taking into view the circumstances which have been ¢e- g 
scribed, that Miss Harris must have lived in habits of rigideconomy. Perfectly a 
plain and simple, and perfectly neat, in her dress, she sought the ornaments of = Ss 
a meek and quiet spirit. Pleas were not wanting, had she been disposed to listen fi 
to them, in favor of many gratifications, which the world would have justified JP 
and applauded, even had she been obliged, in consequence to leave all her JF } 
works of charity untouched, But what is now her judgment in the matter? Does J ‘ 
her perfect spirit now repent of any sacrifices, which she made for Christ? Does FOU! 
she now look back with regret on the decorations of her person, which she vol- ‘ 
un:arily relinquished? Or does she not more than ever count all such things | 
mere dust and dross? 

In the domestic relations of life, she was distinguished for usefulness and all the 
amiable affections. But in nothing was her tender concern for her relatives 
more manifest, than in the pains which she took to give them admonitions on the 
subject of religion. ‘This she did with great plainness and force, and followed up 
her exhortations with anxious prayer. 

Her death-bed wasa scene of Christiantriumph. By unremitted attention to 
the sick children of a brother, who were taken with an epidemic when their par- 
ents were absent, andtwo of whom died in her arms, she was so much fatigued 
and exhausted, that, when seized with the same disorder, she had not the slight- ie 
est expectation of recovery. Her slender constitution speedily sunk under the 
power of disease. Enjoying the full possession of her reason, sie conversed oi 
death with the utmost tranquillity and joy. It did not appear, that a single cleud 
passed over her mind; or that she had the least desire to live. She continued her 
exhortations and admonitions to the last; joined in prayer with great fervency 
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and devotion; bore severe pain without murmuring, or even making unnecessary 
mention of it; and,after a most affecting interview with her pastor, relatives, 


‘ and friends, quietly breathed out her spirit, and fell asleep in Jesus. 


Happy they, who witnessed so glorious a display of Christian principles; 
bat happier still, if they partake of the same spirit, and follow her in al} things, 
in-which she followed Christ. 


GEN. JEDIDIAH HUNTINGTON. 


 Yars distinguished benefactor of the public and friend of religion died on the 
) 95th of Sepiember last, atthe age of 75. He was born at Norwich, Con. Aug. 


15.1743. At sixteen heentered Hirvard Coliege, where he was graduated in 
1763. He soon after entered into commercial pursuits in his native town, and 
m de apublic pr-fession of religion at the age of 23. At the commencement of 
the American revolution he joined the army; commanded a regiment in 1775, 
and held the rank of brigadier-general toward the close of the war. He uni- 
formly enjoyed the es‘eem and intimate confidence of Gen. Washington. He 
successively held the offices of Sheriff of New Londen county, Treasurer of the 
State of Connecticut, and delegate to the state Convention in which,the constitu- 
tion of the U.S. was,adopted. When the general government went into opera- 
tion, he was appointed collector of the revenue at the port of New London, 
which office he held under four Presidents, till he resigned it a few years ago, 
In this office he gave entire satisfaction. 

But it was asa Christian, that his character shone with resplendent lustre. 
Receiving the great doctrines of the Gospel with humility, he lived most re- 
markably under their influence. It has been said, that histemper was naturally 
quick and ardent; but, if this were the case, it was chastened and brought into 
subjection to Chris ian motives and principles. His manners were extremely 
gentle, unobtrusive, retiring and amiable. In conversation he was a wonderful 
example of prudence. He appeared entirely to forget himself, to esteem himself 
as of no account, and to be solely actuated by enlarg: d and disinterested motives. 

‘The most remarkable trait in his character was his liberality in relieving the 
poor, and c ntributing to charitable objects. ‘The stream of his munificence was 
continually flowing. He knew how to obey both of our Savior’s directions; not to 
let hisleft hand know what his right hand did, and to let his light shine before 
men. While he practised charity for the sake of doing good, and not for the 
sake of being praised, he was desirous that others should be prompted to do 
good by influence aud example, as wellas by precept. His bounty flowed into 
allthe channels which are now opened for the Communication of temporal or 
spiritual blessings. To the poor widow, the indigent student, the socicties for 
foreign and domestic missions, the societies for distributing Bibles and tracts, he 
gave with equal cheerfulness; and with a generosity which has never been equal- 
ied in tae state of Connecticut. His character in this respect has been long and 
extensively known. It could not he concealed. If an accurate list of his char- 
ities, for the last twenty years, could be made out, it might powerfully reprehend 
the avarice of some professors of religion, who have vastly more wealth than he 
had, and fewer plausible reasons for retaining it. Though in easy circumstan- 
ces, Gen. Huntington would not be called rich in any of our large towns. He 
was too wise to wish to be rich, or to amass property for himself, or his children. 

ile was a member of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions from its first organization, and attended the annual meetin E whenever 
his health would permit. The surviving members will long «and affectionately 
cherish the memory of his good sense, wisdom, and zeal in the cause of missions. 
He is known to have given to the Board not less than Five Hundred Dollars, 
besides what he may have given through the New London Foreign Mission Soci- 
ety and in other more private ways. 

As he drew near the close of life,no conversation was so agveeable to him, 
as that which related to the progress of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

Asau officer and pillar of the church, an officer and member of many charita- 
ble societies, a beloved and revered parent, an affectionate husband, ua citizen of 
unquestioned integrity, and a general benefactor of the poor and afflicted, his 
loss is deeply lamented, 
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REY. DR. SPRING. 

it is our melancholy office, in the present number, to record the death oj 
another distinguished friend of the missionary Cause. 

The Rev. Samur: Sprine, D. D. of Newburyport, for many years exten. 
sively known as an eminent clergyman, departed this life on the 4th inst. at the 
age of 72. His bodily constitution, which was naturally firm and healthy, haa 
been failing for several years past. It received a shock from the fatigue of a 
Jaborious journey, which his benevolence and the solicitude of his townsinen 
induced him to undertake, in the summer of 1811, to obtain relief for sufferers 
by the great fire which laid waste a large par. of that beautiful town. His par. 
ochial duties, and his many public serviccs, were not materially interrupted by 
ill health, till within the last year; and he continued to preach occasionally til! 
late in Jast autumn. 

Dr. Spring was graduated at Princeton College, under the Presidency of the 
illustrious Dr. Witherspoon, in 1771. Having been licensed as a candidate for 
the ministry, he accompanied the detachment against Quebec, which penetrated 
the forests of Maine, in the fail of 1775, and, after suffering great hardships, 
joined Montgomery under the walls of that fortress. He was the only chaplain 
in that armey. 

He was subsequently setticd in the ministry at Newburyport, where, through 








Bib) | a long series of years, he was belo ed by his own church and congr- gation, and 
| respected by the inhabitants of the town, and by the public at large. Ameng the 
+ many good quatives which he possessed, perhaps the most remarkable one was 
ah, ministerial fidelity; by wiich is meant a punctitious discharge of the duties of a 
A! minister to his own people. As a preacher, a pastor, a spiritual adviser, his 
a ereat aim was to be faiiiu!: not to seck the favor of men, but to gain souls for 
mnt i,| heaven. 
| | Among his public services are to be numbered the agency, which he had in 
i) founding and patronizing the Pheolog:cal seminary in Andover, and in supporting 
At the cause of missions to the destitute at home and abroad. In the-e good works 
With he labored with great assiduity, and most gratifying effect. The S.minary at 
| i i Andover will number bim among its early, laborivus, and influential benefactors, 
\ ! | so long as the church of Christ shail continue to experience its salutary influence. 
ti, 1! He was one of the founders of the Massachusetts Missionary Society, and one 
+l: of its Trustees from the period of its formation, 1799, til his death. For four 
years past he has been chosen the President. He was punctual and constant in 


his a tendance at the meetings of the Society and the Trustées, and took a lively 


ee wm ee 
——— 


= 
ss 


Missio. aries, and the suceess of cheir iabors. 


Missions, he sustained the offices of Vice President, and Chairman of the Prw- 
dential Committee. His associates of the B ard, and particulariy of the Com- 
mittee, recollect wih grateful affec.ion, his kind, paternal and benevolent 
character in these relations, and the enlightened zeal, which he manifested, for 
Bi the conversion of the heathen, will not soon be erased from their memory. He 
- preached the last annual sermon befure the Board, though his health was then 

‘ very feeble; and presided in the Committee for the last time, at their meeting iu 
Buel | November, subsequently to the ordination of the missionaries at Salem. 

ne His deoyy was gradual and without pain; his mind composed, relying on t 
righteousness of Christ; his death tranquil and happy. He now rests trom ai 
his labors, and his works foliow him. 
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ERRATA. 


in our last Vol. No. for Oct. P. 470. line 11, for Marshfield Con. read Mansfeld, Con. 1 
che No. tor Noy. P. 522, the Donation of Bibles from ladies, said to be in Anoxville (Md. ) 
hould have been, Mockville, ( Md.) 
Inthe No. for Dee. P. 575, line 14, for Rev. Mr. Thorn read Rev. Mr. Tviom. 
In the last number P. 72 in the poctry line 17, from bot. for paternal read fraternea?, 





interest in its proceedings;—in the augmentation cf its funds, the appoiniment oi 


From the organization of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign” 








